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 Use these simple 
and fun ideas to turn your 
ride in the car into wonder-
ful language learning    
opportunities. 
 
Take a Look Around and 
Tell Me What You See!  
While you are driving in 
the car, talk about the 
scenery using describing 
words. You might say, 
ñThere is a tall treeò or ñDid 
you see that white horse?ò 
Situations like these help 

your child learn about how 
to take turns while talking. 
You say something, and 
then he/she responds.  
Turn taking during games 
and normal routines helps 
teach children how to take 
turns when talking to oth-
ers. During a conversation, 
one person speaks while 
the other waits to respond. 
It is not much fun when 
one person does all or 
none of the talking. Games 
like these are great during 
car rides because they 
give your child something 
to do, and help polish lan-
guage skills at the same 
time. 

 

   FIRST GRADE  
 Brr!  The winter 
has certainly come to visit 
us.  The children have been 
busy working very hard on 
these wintery, cold days.  
They are very excited about 
finishing up the last stories 
in the Here and There 
books.  The next book will 
be 1-4 anthology, Time To-
gether.   
 

                In the new anthol-
ogy we will work with long 
vowels, inflections: es, ed 
and ing , contractions, word 
families and variant vowels 
ou/ow.  
 In February we will 
learn about George Wash-
ington, Abraham Lincoln 
and dental health.  Since 
February is dental health 
month the children will be 
busy learning about good 

dental health. 
                 The children really 

enjoy sending Valentine 

greetings to their class-

ÍÁÔÅÓ ÏÎ 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙȢ  

Stay warm and Happy    

6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙȢ 
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          EARLY INTERVENTION  

 

Roses are red ; 
daisies are white;  

Valentine, you 
make every day a 

delight.  
Violets are blue ; 

daffodils are    
yellow ;  

Valentine, you 
make my heart 

jiggle like Jello!  

"Away in a meadow 

all covered with snow 

The little old ground-

hog looks for his 

shadow. 

The clouds in the sky 

determine our fate 

If winter will leave us 

all early or late."  

-  Don Halley 

http://ourworld.cs.com/DonaldRHalley/ghdsongs.htm


ñLet us think of education as the means of de-

veloping our greatest abilities, because in each 

of us there is a private hope and dream which,        
fulfilled, can be translated into benefit for every-

one and greater strength for our nation.ò                      
John F. Kennedy (1917-1963) Thirty -fifth 
President of the USA   

 

             Throughout January we spent our 
days practicing the numerals zero through 
ten. The children enjoyed counting out 
items for corresponding numbers. Please 
continue using the number activities that 
we have sent home with the children.  The 
number books that the children created can 
be used for counting, numeral identifica-
tion and allowing your children to ñreadò 
them. 

Letter and numeral identification 
will be important skills for kindergarten. 
When the children arrive in kindergarten 
next year, the teachers will expect them to 
have a solid foundation of alphabet and 
number recognition. They will also be ex-

pected to be familiar with letter sounds and 
counting out items for corresponding numbers. 
Please continue using the alphabet and number 
activities that we have sent home with the chil-
dren. 

During February we plan to read 
about, discuss and create projects for Ground-
hogôs Day, dental health, Valentineôs Day and 
Presidentôs Day.  We will continue to read folk-
tales and recite nursery rhymes. Try acting out 
some nursery rhymes with your children, itôs a 
fun way to review the rhymes at home. 
 The kitchen areas and grocery stores 
will be set up in our classrooms.  These areas 
will be used to develop social skills, fine motor 
skills, visual discrimination and eye-hand coor-
dination.  Most importantly, these areas give 
our students the opportunity to create, explore, 
experiment, pretend and play.  Ask your chil-
dren about the kitchen and grocery store areas.  
Allow them to explain how they use the materi-
als and what they like most about them. 

Please continue to talk and read 
with your children.  Add some new and 
challenging activities.  When you do some-
thing together at home, discuss the process 
of the activity with your children.  Take your 
children to different places and introduce 
them to new experiences.  Talk about what 
you do and see there.  Teach your children 
the meaning of new words. Say the name of 
things and talk about them.  Explain, in 
simple ways, how to use objects and how 
they work.  Help your children follow direc-
tions by using short, clear sentences to ex-
plain what you want them to do.  Play with 
words by rhyming.  Once again, theses sim-
ple, fun activities will promote literacy in 
your home and help your childrenôs lan-
guage to develop. 

total. The best way to practice 
counting coins is by using the real 
thing.  Support your child with 
opportunities to work with coins in 
some way.  Repeated opportunities 
to count coins will make the les-
sons we cover in class both more 
familiar and meaningful. 
 Second grade has re-
cently set our sights on the spring 
DIBELS goal which is a minimum 
of 90 words per minute.  You can 
support your child in attaining this 
goal by taking the opportunity to 
foster your childõs interests in a 
specific collection of books  

 Second grade students 
were recently introduced to their 
second reading anthology enti-
tled, Banner Days.  In the first 
theme, òImagine That,ó children 
learn how imagination and crea-
tivity help people solve problems 
and express ideas.  They find that 
if you have an active imagination, 
surprises are everywhere! 
 The focus of our math 
lessons has shifted to counting 
and identifying mixed coins.  We 
are counting groups of coins by 
ordering them from greatest to 
least, then counting on by 25s, 
tens, fives, and ones to reach the 

   SECOND GRADE  

items such as:  buttons, stickers, foods, 

etc.  The clever creations came in an 

assortment of shapes, sizes and colors.  

Great job boys and girls!  Thank you to 

all parents for helping to make this 

project a success this year.  On the 

100th day, the students participated in a 

variety of activities and had a special 

100th day trail mix. 

 In reading, the students con-

tinue to develop their sight word vo-

cabulary and have been practicing read-

ing short vowel a, i, and o words.  The 

students are very excited about their 

developing reading skills.  Please have 

your child read the sentence below and 

then illustrate the sentence. This will 

allow them to demonstrate their ability 

to read and comprehend what they have 

read.  Then send the illustration into 

school and they will be rewarded for 

their work. 

               

The big dog sat on the log.  

     KINDERGARTEN  

 As the month of February be-

gan the kindergarten students were anx-

iously awaiting the arrival of the 100th 

day of school.  In preparation for this 

day, the students learned about group-

ing objects in sets of ten.  They also 

practiced counting by ones and tens to 

one hundred.  Also, in preparation for 

the 100th day, students and their parents 

were asked to create projects using 100 

 FEBRUARY 2010 
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Posterity ð you will 

never know how much  

it has cost my genera-

tion to preserve your 

freedom.  

I hope you will make 

good use of it.  

ð John Quincy Adams  

(Eg. Magic Tree House, The 
Boxcar Children, Amelia Bedelia, 
Horrible Harry, Flat Stanley and 
more!). This sparked curiosity 
may heighten their interest and 
in turn, foster a love for reading 
that will last a lifetime! 
 
 Appropriate winter 

attire is a necessity. We head 

outdoors with every opportunity, 

even during these long winter 

months.  Please be sure your 

child is prepared for outdoor play 

daily.   

http://en.proverbia.net/citasautor.asp?autor=14002


 

If all the folks in the 

United States would 

do the few simple 

things they ought to 

do, most of our  

big problems would 

take care of them-

selves.  

ð Calvin Coolidge  

 Many parents ask their chil-

dren what they did in school that day. 

Here is a twist to that question. Why 

not ask your child ñWHAT QUES-

TION DID YOU ASK IN CLASS TO-

DAY?ò  

 

 Third graders are busy getting 

ready for the science fair.  The students 

will do a project on their own or they 

may do it with a partner that is in third 

grade.  Ms. Savage has a wide variety 

of books that the children may borrow 

to get ideas for this wonderful event. 

The children have some wonderful 

ideas from the magnetism and electric-

ity unit for projects for the fair. 

 

 February is dental health 

month.  The children will attend a pro-

gram at school on good dental care.  

The program is presented by Dr. 

Salakôs office. 

 

 Mrs. Agnelloôs class will com-

plete the science unit on magnetism 

and electricity this month. Ms. Gillisô 

class will begin this unit at the end of 

the month. The children in the other 

classes will continue working in health 

and social studies. 

 

 In math classes the students 

are  working on geometry, fractions, 

and problem solving.  The children are 

working on skills to help prepare them 

for the PSSA test that will be given in 

April.  The children are continuing to 

work on their math facts. The children 

need to practice these facts at home. 

 

 The students are  finishing the 

first theme in their new reading book.  

The second theme ñGood Neighborsò 

will begin later this month. In this 

theme, the children learn that people in 

communities rely on one another for 

goods and services as well as support.  

They take a close look at the interac-

tions that make communities survive 

and thrive. 

Anyone who has any ques-
tions may contact Ms. Sav-
age at the school. Students 
looking for ideas may borrow 
books from the library or Ms. 
Savage. Please come and 
support this wonderful event.  

CAN YOU BELIEVE IT? IT IS 
THE 14 th YEAR! TIME FLIES 
WHEN YOU ARE HAVING 
FUN!  

The R.D.Wilson Science Fair 
will be held on Tuesday, 
March 9, 2010 . It will be from 
6 ð 8 P.M. The fair is opened 
to students in grades K -
5.The children have received 
the information about the fair. 

 Check out the book; it has 

some great rhymes to help your child 

figure out multiplication facts.  Then he 

or she will be ready to memorize and 

master them! 

 By the end of the 2nd marking 

period, the students should have mas-

tered multiplication facts and should be 

moving on to division.  If your child 

isnôt there yet, perhaps you could set up 

a challenge at home.  Purchase or make 

flash cards.  Have your child practice 

nightly with you, creating two piles.  

One pile should contain cards your 

child can answer correctly in one sec-

ond.  The other pile should contain 

cards your child needs to think about, 

or gets incorrect.  Challenge your child 

to move cards into the ñCorrect in One 

Secondò pile. 

 *4 th grade students:  Write 

something you learned about Energy on 

a piece of paper and turn it in to Mrs. 

Wagner for a small reward. 

     FOURTH GRADE  
Excerpt from Math Strategies That 

Multiply:  The Best of Times by Greg 

Tang 

Four Eyes 
Four is very fast to do, 

when you multiply by 2. 

Hereôs a little good advice ï 

please just always double twice! 

What is 4 x 4?  Itôs 4 doubled twice.  

Double once:  4 + 4 = 8.  Double twice:  

8 + 8 = 16. 

"February, when the days of winter seem endless and no amount of wistful recollecting can 

bring back any air of summer."  
-   Shirley Jackson 
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Fifth grade is getting excited about preparing for 

our PSSA assessment in April.  We will be 

tested in Math, Reading, and Writing.  We are all working hard 

in our classrooms, school attendance is very important.   

Show your child your love this Valentineôs Day by finding new ways to say ñGood job!ò 

Here are some suggestions: 

"If  we had no winter, 

the spring would not be 

so pleasant." 
-   Anne Bradstreet 

        TITLE 1  

             BOOK SWAP 
Students may bring in a gently used book to be swapped on the appropriate day. The 
following schedule will be followed: 
 

  Day#1-First Grade 
  Day#2-Second Grade 
  Day#3-Third Grade 
  Day#4-Fourth Grade 
  

FIFTH GRADE  

You're on the right track now!  

You are very good at that.  

I'm happy to see you working like that.  

I knew you could do it.  

Now you've figured it out.  

Now you have it!  

You make it look easy.  

You're getting better every day.  

That's the way to do it.  

Best yet.  

Much better!  

You've just about mastered that!  

You did that very well.  

You're really improving.  

I'm very proud of you.  

I think you've got it now.  

You figured that out fast.  

Now you have the hang of it!  

You've done a great job.  

  I'm proud of the way you worked today.  

You're really working hard today.  

You've just about got it.  

You are doing that much better today.  

You're learning fast.  

Couldn't have done it better myself.  

You did it that time!  

Keep up the good work.  

Nothing can stop you now!  

That's better than ever.  

I appreciate your hard work.  

Now that's what I call a fine job!  

You must have been practicing!  

Right on!   
You outdid yourself today!  

 

  

As we get into the month of February, we will be working on many different social skill 
�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����:�H���D�U�H���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���K�R�Z���W�R���V�D�\���´�+�H�O�O�R�µ���W�R���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�H�U�V���D�Q�G���D�G�X�O�W�V��
throughout the school. Also, the students are learning about the correct way to greet 
people that come into our classroom. We are encouraging the students to go up to adults 
�D�Q�G���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���V�D�\���´�+�L���µ���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�����,�Q���G�R�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V�����R�X�U���J�R�D�O���L�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
students in our classroom to start to make friends outside of our classroom and learn 
about the wonderful staff of our school. Some of our students have been doing a won-
�G�H�U�I�X�O���M�R�E���Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���V�N�L�O�O�����V�R���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�R���V�D�\���´�+�H�O�O�R�µ���W�R���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���Q�H�Z���R�U��
shake their hand and introduce themselves!  

    AUTISTIC SUPPORT  

Day#5-Fifth Grade 
Day#6-Prekindergarten 
Day#6-Kindergarten 


