
 Uno! How many stripes are on the flag? Sorry! These once familiar words and quirky memory                          

facts are popular in lunch room conversation at Robert D. Wilson Elementary School.  Students are provided the 

opportunity to play interesting, fast-paced games while waiting in the cafeteria.  Games provided by a Wayne 

County Community Foundation (WCCF) grant include Brain Box which taps into our memory for interesting 

information about almost anything and other games such as Make 7, Trouble, and Guess Who to name just a few.  

It is an enjoyable way to pass time with classmates. 
 
 Scholastic Dictionaries: All third-grade students at Lake Ariel Elementary School and Robert D. Wilson 

Elementary School received personalized Scholastic dictionaries through a  WCCF grant.  Each dictionary 

includes a book plate with the studentôs name and the name of the person who, through a donation to WCCF, 

bought the dictionary.                                                                                       

~ Continued on Page 3 

NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFIED TEACHERS  
     Nine of the 140 new Pennsylvania National Board Certified Teachers (NBCTs) in 2009 are Western Wayne faculty.  

There are nearly 8900 NBCTs nationwide.  U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan said teachers who achieve 

National Board Certification have ñdemonstrated a commitment to taking their teaching practice and teaching 

profession to a different level.ò  They have met rigorous standards through intensive study,  expert evaluation,         

self-assessment and peer review.  In a congressionally-mandated study, National Board Certification was recently 

recognized by the National Research Council as having a positive impact on student achievement, teacher retention, 

and professional development.  

     Superintendent Andrew Falonk recognized the new NBCTs at the December school board meeting,  stating,            

ñIôm very proud of our teachers and their commitment to continually bring effective teaching skills into their 

classrooms, always seeking to benefit our students.  We are particularly pleased to note that six of the nine new NBCTs 

are Western Wayne graduates.ò 

     ñThis is the first year that recognition for National Board Certification is in the professional contract.  We had 

sixteen teacher candidates; nine achieved certification on their first try.  Nationally, first-time candidates usually 

achieve a 40% pass rate; our cohort exceeded that national average  with a 

56% pass rate,ò said Laurie Tylutki, President of the Western Wayne 

Education Association.   
Pictured from left to right: Dian Altemier, Kimberly Waters,  

Stacy Box, Stacey Brewer (certified in 2000), Kendra Wayman,  

     Lorrie Zeiler, Brenda Queipo, Maria Masankay,                                                              

Laurie Wagner and Allison Gillis. 

WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANTS  

     The Western Wayne Elementary schools will be holding their Science Fairs which display science 

projects from pre-kindergarten through 5th grade.  The Hamlin and Lake Elementary School Science Fair 

will be held on Monday, March 8, 2010 from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. in each buildingôs respective             

Multi-Purpose Room.  The Robert D. Wilson Elementary School will hold their Annual Science Fair on 

Tuesday, March 9, 2010 from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. in the Cafeteria and Gymnasium.  Please come view all the 

studentsô projects. 

ELEMENTARY SCIENCE FAIRS  



HIGH SCHOOL: Only 200 of the 1000 artworks submitted by school districts in a five-county area were selected 

for display at Marywood University in the annual Scholastic Art Competition.  As usual Western Wayne High 

School earned accolades.  The artwork is judged by three panels consisting of educators and art professionals.   

Twelve Western Wayne High School art students earned twelve Certificates of Merit; fourteen Silver Key Awards 

signifying regional excellence; and eleven Gold Key Awards which advance to national competition in New York 

City.  Seniors Paula Strada and Trisha Zintel submitted the only two 2D portfolios selected for display from among 

20 entered into the competition.  The only Gold Key Portfolio in the show selected to go to New York for national 

competition belonged to senior Phoebe Olsommer.  Erica Young, a junior, received one of five American Visions 

Award nominations for her work which was also named ñBest of Showò; her work will also compete at nationals in 

New York City. 
 
Certificate of Merit Winners: Jessica Giacobbe, Chelsee Robbins, Ashlee Carrelle, Trisha Zintel, Kirsten Stratton, 

Jennifer Kern, and Paula Strada. 
 
Silver Key Award Winners: Jessica Giacobbe, Chelsea Thoman, Trisha Zintel, Cassandra Souza, and Paula Strada. 
 
Gold Key Award Winners: Erica Young, Kristen McAndrew, Phoebe Olsommer, and Trisha Zintel. 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL: Western Wayne Middle School art students have once again excelled in the Northeast Region 

2010 Scholastic Art Competition.  Our middle school students received many awards, recognizing the artistic ability 

within our district.   
 
Certificate of Merit Winners: Sarah Brodowsky, Alicia Cook, Brandon Hall, Alyssa DeKenipp, Nicole Delfino, 

Caleigh Wildenstein, Paige Fratamico, Sabrina DiTucci, Isabella Esposito, and Michaela Killian.   
 
Silver Key Winners (recognizing regional excellence): Alyssa DeKennip, Nicole Delfino, Caleigh Wildenstein,   

Paige Fratamico, Sabrina DiTucci, Isabella Esposito, and Michaela Killian.  
 
Gold Key Award Winners: Isabella Espositio and Michaela Killian.  Their work continues on to national competition 

in New York.  National winners will be announced in late spring and award recipients will be recognized in New 

York City in early June.  The studentsô artwork was on display at Marywood Universityôs art gallery and the students 

were recently recognized there at a ceremony. 
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NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL  

The third grade students at Lake Elementary School have been studying the Solar System.  They were able 

to participate in an exciting event on January 20, 2010.  The students took part in an interactive live video 

conference with an actual NASA representative from the Johnson Space Center in Texas.  Prior to the event, 

the students researched planet facts and were able to share them on that day, as well as learn many more 

facts from the representative.  The students were also able to share what they had learned when they created their 

own scale model of the solar system. The representative also provided the students with video clips as well as his 

own model of the solar system.  This helped them to understand and visualize how vast our solar system actually is.  

Through participating in this event, students were able to experience first hand how innovative it is to actually speak 

live to and learn from someone in another part of our country.  They were also fortunate to acquire knowledge that 

supplemented the third grade science curriculum. 

SCHOLASTIC ART AWARD WINNERS  

NASA VIDEO CONFERENCE  

     Western Wayne Middle School welcomed Mrs. Kelly Coyne to Wildcat Country on January 4, 2010.                   

Mrs. Coyne comes to Western Wayne from the Scranton School District where she was an elementary teacher for 

nine years.  She earned both a bachelorôs and masterôs degree with a concentration in curriculum and instruction 

from the University of Scranton.  Mrs. Coyne is proud to be a member of the middle school team and we extend our 

best wishes for her success at the Western Wayne Middle School.  
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   Diets rich in foods containing fiber such as fruits, vegetables and whole grains may reduce the risk of heart 

disease.  So, getting enough dietary fiber is important for lasting health benefits.  A ñgood sourceò of fiber 

provides between 3 and 5 grams per serving.  A ñhigh fiberò source contains five grams or more.  Most 

Americans eat only half of the recommended amount of dietary fiber each day.  The 2005 Dietary Guidelines for 

Americans recommend a dietary fiber intake of 14 grams per 1,000 calories per day. 

     Find creative ways to add more fiber to your diet.  Top salads with dried fruits or nuts, make pizza with whole 

grain crust and add colorful vegetable toppings, use whole grain breads and pastas, serve fruits and vegetables 

with the peel and include beans at least once per week.  Did you know?  Fiber helps us feel full without adding 

calories, so it may help people control the amount of food we eat to lose weight or maintain a healthy weight. 

W.W. WELLNESS FACT SHEET: Include Fiber -Rich Foods  

 Math Royalty for a Day: Second-grade students at Robert D. Wilson Elementary School are voracious for 

math facts.  They are participating in First in Math, a web-based math program designed to promote rapid 

recall of math facts.  The program, provided through a WCCF grant, is so much more; it also offers students 

the opportunity to progress toward more advanced skills including reasoning and problem solving.  Similar to 

video games, proficiency at  specific levels allows the student to move to a new level.  The Robert D. Wilson 

Elementary School students are currently working at school and home to earn recognition as math ñexperts.ò 
 
 Peiffer Pens Successful Grant: Western Wayne High School freshman Hannah Peiffer recently received 

notice that her grant proposal was accepted for funding by the WCCF.  Hannahôs grant proposal requested 

science equipment for the Western Wayne Middle Schoolôs Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science 

program.  Hannah received funding from the foundation for an electronic balance and a high quality light 

microscope.  Based on her own experiences with the Junior Academy, Hannah felt that these items would best 

serve future students doing research at Western Wayne Middle School.  
 
 Autobiographies: The sophomore American Literature classes of Mrs. Rebecca Stewart will further their 

study of the literature that has shaped and continues to shape America by writing their own autobiographies.  

With the help of a WCCF grant written by sophomore Celeena Tomala, students will leave their mark on 

history in the form of a hard-cover, forty page autobiography.  Students are eager to get started writing the 

stories that only they can tell, the stories of their experiences.   

~ Continued from Page 1      

WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANTS  

WVIA ARTIST OF THE WEEK  

     High school senior Sarah Bernstein will be featured in WVIAôs ñArtist of the Weekò segment April 18-24, 

2010.  Nominated for her exceptional achievement in theater arts and music, Sarah has starred in the Western 

Wayneôs musicals ñInto the Woodsò and ñGrease.ò  As a freshman, she was accepted to study voice and piano at 

the Performing Arts Institute.  Sarah was nominated in 2008 for Outstanding Performance by a Featured 

Ensemble Member and Best Actress in a Supporting Role in 2009 by the Sherman Theatre Spotlight Awards 

stating ñMs. Bernsteinôs interpretation of Cinderella [in ñInto the Woodsò] was fun and refreshing.  Her voice and 

movement on stage only added to the overall effect-which was excellent in all regards.  There is no doubt about it, 

this woman ruled the show.ò 

ñParents can only give good advice or put them on the right paths,  

but the final forming of a personôs character lies in their own hands.ò 

~ Anne Frank 



     Western Wayne School District recently received a Verizon Foundation grant to expand Internet safety 

instruction through i-SAFE.org, a comprehensive website for education and outreach to students and parents about 

cyber safety.  Parents can navigate to http://isafe.org, click on Outreach and Parents, and then on ñi-Parent Online 

Training Modules.ò  From here, create a login, and complete a short survey indicating your current knowledge of 

cyber safety.  The page will display six self-contained modules; each much be completed before starting the next 

module.  Modules contain a video as well as important cyber community and safety documentation.   

      Our children are growing up in a digital word, using the Internet daily.  Although it is a strong tool for 

communicating, learning, and sharing ideas, there are many dangers lurking in cyberspace as well.  Parents can 

help children become responsible ñcybercitizensò; spend an hour on i-SAFE.org - it may be the most essential hour 

of web surfing you do. 

     A strong delegation of students from Western Wayne High School recently competed against students from 

eight other schools in the annual Region 22 Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) Leadership Conference at 

Keystone College.  Competition was held in more than forty different business and business-related events for the 

right to represent the region at the upcoming State leadership Conference in Hershey in April.   

     A total of seventy-five Western Wayne School District Students were recognized during the Awards Ceremony 

for placing in the top five of their respective events.  Some of these events included basic business subject areas 

such as Accounting I, Business Calculations, Sports Management, and Word Processing.  Other events included 

Public Speaking, Emerging Business Issues, Personal Finance and Parliamentary Procedure.    

INTERNET SAFETY  

     Beginning in January, Luzerne County Community College (LCCC) partnered with the Western Wayne             

and Wallenpaupack Area School Districts to offer two certificates of specialization, Culinary Arts                               

and Hospitality Management.  These certificates are 30 credit college programs and all of the coursework                    

needed to obtain these certificates can be completed at either Western Wayne High School or Wallenpaupack 

Area High School. 

     These programs provide residents of the school districts and surrounding communities the                       

opportunity to gain valuable job training at a very reasonable price.  Best of all, itôs close to home.                          

The two courses currently offered are Food Safety and Soups and Sauces; both of these courses                               

are currently running at the Western Wayne High School. The program resumes during the summer with courses 

being offered at the Wallenpaupack Area High School. 

     To find out more about this wonderful opportunity, please contact Clayton LaCoe III, Assistant Superintendent 

for the Western Wayne School District, at (570) 937-4270. 

F.B.L.A. EXPERIENCES GREAT SUCCESS  

LUZERNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE  

OFFERS CLASSES AT WESTERN WAYNE  
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Questions or Feedback about Paw Prints? 

If  you have any questions or would like to provide feedback regarding PawPrints,  

please contact us at (570) 937- 4270 or e-mail Clay LaCoe at clacoe@westernwayne.org. 

ñEducation is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.ò 
 

~ William Butler Yeats 
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     As part of their study of Poland in general, and the Holocaust specifically, the 8th graders of Western 

Wayne Middle School recently participated in a video conference along with students from across the United 

States and Canada entitled ñStand Up, Speak out, Lend a Handò by Gerda Weissmann Klein, a renowned 

human rights activist, writer, Academy Award winner, and Holocaust survivor. 

     Ms. Kleinôs life changed in 1939 at the beginning of Word War II when German forces overran her small 

town in Poland.  She was a captive in her own home, at work camps, and eventually in a termination camp.  At 

the end of a 350-mile ñDeath Marchò, she was liberated.  One of the American officers who was part of the 

liberation later became her husband. 

     The foundation sponsoring this video conference wants students to be directly involved in helping their 

community through a service-learning project.  Our plan is to take as many as 60 8th-grade students over a           

four-week period to visit with the residents of Wayne Woodlands Manor, to learn what a great resource our 

elderly population is and to learn valuable life lessons from them. 

     For our first visit on February 9th, 17 students and teachers brought 33 dozen cookies that they helped bake 

with 8th grade math teacher, Miss Hanna, after school.  The residents also had a surprise for us, a craft project 

that our students could complete with them.  Between the cookies and the project, our students and the 

residents became well acquainted.  One student stated, ñThis experience was phenomenal!ò  We have gifts 

planned for our other visits, including entertainment by Mr. Bell and a small group of his chorus students. 

     Throughout the project our goals and progress will be posted on a wiki page so that the other schools 

involved, and anyone else who is interested, can see what we are accomplishing.  At the same time we will be 

able to check the progress of the other schools via their wiki pages.  Near the end of March, there will be 

another video conference with Ms. Klein in which all of the schools involved will present their projects.  

We are very appreciative for the assistance of Ms. Gail Barna with the technology aspects of this project.  

Please view our progress at http://standupspeakout.pbworks.com/Participating-Schools.                                

STAND UP, SPEAK OUT, LEND A HAND  

WESTERN WAYNE SELECTED FOR TECHNOLOGY GRANT  
    On February 12, 2010 Western Wayne received notification that it had been awarded just over $80,000.00 

from the federal government as part of the Enhancing Education through Technology (EETT) grant program.  

This is the second year in a row that Western Wayne has received funding for technology through this highly 

competitive process. 

     In the 2008-2009 school year Western Wayne received just over $50,000.00 for equipment to supplement its 

new middle school science program.  This grant allowed the installation of a wireless network in the middle 

school in addition to supplying science teachers with access to laptop computers and storage carts.  The other 

aspect of last yearôs grant included data collection equipment that allows teachers and students to use computers 

to collect and analyze all sorts of data from heart rate to centrifugal force and everything in between! 

     The 2009-2010 award focuses on the social studies and language arts departments and includes provisions for 

more wireless laptops and storage carts.  The grant proposal also calls for a classroom set of electronic book 

readers and document cameras.  The electronic book readers allow students to access hundreds of books from a 

handheld device.  The device allows them to read and annotate and it even has a text-to-speech feature.  One of 

the most common electronic book readers available today is the Amazon Kindle.  The document camera allows 

the instant display of text and student work in the classroom.  It also has the ability to take pictures of text and 

student work and allows these pictures to be saved for a later date. 

     The EETT program has helped the Western Wayne School District provide some of the most current 

education technology to its students ultimately helping them to become better learners! 

ñNine Tenths of education is encouragement.ò 

~ Anatole France                                             

http://standupspeakout.pbworks.com/Participating-Schools
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2132 Easton Turnpike 

P.O. Box 220 

South Canaan, PA  18459 

 (570) 937-4270 

________________________________________________ 
 

Andrew Falonk, Superintendent of Schools  

Clayton LaCoe III, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent     
        

________________________________________________                            
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION    
                                                                

Alvin Hollister, President  ~  Donald McDonough, Vice President     

Gary Podunajec, Secretary  ~  Frank Ward, Treasurer  

Cindy Brink ~ William Gershey  ~  Donald Olsommer Jr.   

Doris Pliss  ~  James Salak   
________________________________________________________                                         

The Western Wayne School District will work  
for excellenceéfor everyone...in all things...always. 


