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WESTERN WAYNE RECEIVES PSBA
“SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE
IN TECHNOLOGY” AWARD [T

As one of only three districts in the state to receive a “School of Excellence in Technology” Award, Western
Wayne was selected for this award by demonstrating that the District’s technology is aligned with its
educational goals; the District has shown evidence of improved student achievement; the technology has
had a positive impact on instructional practices, administrative operations, increased parental involvement
and community support; and the technology is supported by the district, the Board of Education, and the
community through moral and financial support. District Network Administrator, Brian Seaman,
Technology Coordinator, Susan Thivierge, and Technology Specialist, Donnie McDonough, noted many
specific additions to the schools that were highlighted in the award.

Classrooms for the Future state initiative
325 laptops on 13 mobile carts will be shared among the four core disciplines in the high school. Thirty
core area teachers each invested 60 hours of professional development on best practices to increase student
achievement and collaboration among departments. Teachers are embracing the technology as a way to
extend learning beyond the school day using blogs and wikis to post homework help, videos with
additional information about lessons, and extra credit questions.

Video Production / Broadcasting
Students use high-definition cameras, computer video graphics, editing and presentation software to
record daily morning announcements which can be viewed from any location with an Internet connection.
In addition, 2008 Commencement exercises were recorded live in high definition. This year’s
Commencement will also be available on the Web.
eSchoolBook
Students and parents can use this web-based application, which is integrated with our student information
system, to check on homework and grades. Teachers use SchoolBook for daily attendance and to post
assignments, handouts, and grades.

Math Lab

Equipped with thin client laptops, this lab allows students to connect to Study Island, an online
resource for math remediation.
Virtually Connected
With an Internet connection, students can access school files and district software from home. They have
access to Office 2007, Adobe Creative Suite 3, Microsoft Student/Encarta, Visual Studio, and Western
Wayne library applications. Students can save their work in their school folders for access and
retrieval anywhere in the District or at home.

Continued on Page 6




6TH GRADE STUDENTS
ATTEND SCIENCE CAMP

COMMUNITY THANK YOU

Western Wayne Middle School 6th grade students
and teachers recently participated in Science
Camp activities at Camp Watonka in Hawley, PA
from May 18 —20, 2009. For the third consecutive
year, 6th grade teachers and students completed
five science activity stations which included
robotics, a stream study station on Middle Creek,
a laboratory analysis station, a watershed and
ecosystem station, and a GPS land navigation
station. Led by Middle School science teachers
Jan Novak, Tim Hess, and Vince Tomassoni, the
students enjoyed hands-on, engaging lessons
which were designed to inspire them to think of
careers in science, technology, and mathematics.
Students and chaperones remained overnight in
Camp Watonka cabins, enjoyed recreational
activities and games, and delicious family style
meals in the dining hall. At the end of their
science camp activities, it was obvious that a
good time was had by students and faculty as
evidenced by the smiles, laughter, and
storytelling heard on the bus ride home and in
the middle school hallways and classrooms.

For our district wide Wellness Day held on May
14th, the Western Wayne School District received
approximately 1,900 bottles of water donated by
various businesses. We would like to thank
all of the following who donated: Country g 2
Trails, Weis Markets in Hamlin, Sparkling %
Water Carbondale, US Foods, Pepsi, and
Wayne Memorial Hospital.

NEW DISTRICT
WEBSITE UPDATE
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The new and improved district website is up and
running, with a modern look and feel. The
design makes it easier for you to navigate and to
find what you are looking for. New features
include student art galleries where you can view
art projects created by our middle school and
high school students; as well as student-created
videos from our new video production and
broadcasting classes; the district events section
allows you to view a calendar of district events
and, if you use Outlook at home, you can sync
the events from the district calendar to your
personal Outlook calendar. Soon we will add
district curriculum information to the site
containing grade and subject specific information
along with textbook-related resources for you to
use at home.

INTO THE WOODS

Page 2

On Saturday, May 30th, the cast and crew of the
high school musical Into the Woods attended the
Spotlight Awards ceremony at the Sherman
Theater in Stroudsburg. The high school play
won awards in five categories: Outstanding
Overall Production of a School Musical; Best
Graphic Design for the Into the Woods poster
created by Brianna Collins; Best Lighting; Best
Musical Direction awarded to Nancy Evans,
Choral & Drama Director; and Best Actress in a
Supporting Role in a Musical awarded to Sarah
Bernstein for her portrayal of Cinderella.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL SELECTED
FOR FULBRIGHT-HAYS SEMINAR ABROAD

Western Wayne Middle School principal Peter Chapla will travel to Poland this summer for
professional study. Mr. Chapla, along with sixteen other educators from across the United States, was
selected for the United States Department of Education sponsored program in which educators have
the opportunity to study the many challenging issues facing Poland, a country which has been
transformed from a communist nation to a democratic society in the past twenty years. The Fulbright-
Hays Seminar Abroad includes in-depth study of the economic, governmental, educational, and
industrial systems of Poland. The participants will also visit universities, high schools and local schools
as part of the seminar. Mr. Chapla and his colleagues will prepare a curriculum project on Poland to be
used in the middle school curriculum during the 2009-2010 school year. One of the highlights of the
seminar is a visit to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Nazi concentration camp, where the curriculum topic of
the Holocaust will be further studied for adaptation in the Western Wayne Middle School curriculum.
The seminar is fully funded by the United States Department of Education and at no expense to

Western Wayne taxpayers.
3 Keystones

HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE TEACHER
SELECTED AS A KEYSTONES @ e
TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATOR

High school science teacher Anthony Zoppi has been selected as a Keystones Technology Integrator. KTI is
a program that celebrates model practice teachers throughout Pennsylvania. These teachers bring
motivational and management expertise to the classroom content to capture students' imaginations and
harness learning in our children. Throughout the years, the Keystones network continues to grow stronger
through use of communication tools, learning communities, grant writing competitions, and professional
development opportunities. Keystones also continue to be featured at the annual Pennsylvania Educational
Technology Expo and Conference.

The goals of KTI are as follows:

1. To recognize those teachers across the Commonwealth who are successfully infusing technology into
their instructional practices for the purpose of improving student learning.

2. To share the model lessons, strategies, and practices these teachers have developed and make them
available to all teachers in the Commonwealth.

3. To cultivate the expertise, knowledge, and creativity these teachers possess to help state and local
agencies develop professional development programs and initiatives to support all teachers in the
Commonwealth in mastering these technology integration skills.

In order to qualify, Mr. Zoppi had to submit an essay demonstrating how his students” overall ability to
read and write or how their competence or knowledge in a specific area has improved as a result of
integrating technology into his instruction. The essay had to pinpoint specific examples of how he uses
technology in his classroom.
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ROBERT D. WILSON
ELEMENTARY HAPPENINGS

HAPPENINGS AT HAMLIN &
LAKE ELEMENTARY

DUFFY BOOKS IN HOMES

In case you have not heard, the Western Wayne
School District is currently partnering with Duffy
Books in Homes-USA to provide books, free of
charge, for our elementary students. Each
participating student receives several books
which they get to keep to read whenever they
like. All of Western Wayne’s elementary schools
have also used the Duffy program to help bolster
summer reading as well. The students at R.D.
Wilson received their books on Wilson’s May
15th Discovery Day. Students in Hamlin and
Lake Ariel will also receive books on their
Discovery Days to be held on June 5th. Finally,
the Western Wayne School District was happy to
have Mrs. Linda Miller, Coordinator of Duffy
Books in Homes-USA, with us to help celebrate
this wonderful project. If you would like further
information on Duffy Books in Homes-USA,
please visit them at www.bihusa.org.

LOOPING

What is a '"looping configuration" you
ask? Looping or student/teacher progression is a
concept that allows students to have the same
teacher over a two year period of time. This
coming school year (2009-10) Mrs. Cheryl Davitt
will loop her children from second grade at
Hamlin to third grade at Lake Ariel.

The benefits of having the same teacher for two
years are quite extraordinary. The child and the
teacher develop a relationship that continues to
grow with time. Trust and understanding are
established, which is the foundation for a
powerful learning atmosphere. The academic
growth that can take place immediately upon
arrival in the fall is significant because students
are already familiar with everyday classroom
procedures.

BOOK SWAP COMING
‘ Students interested in swapping an old

favorite book for a new favorite book will

have that opportunity at Robert D.
Wilson Elementary. The Robert D. Wilson school
community is looking forward to sharing favorite
children’s literature with each other.

A designated room has been stocked with gently
used children’s books donated by the faculty and
staff of the school. Students may trade one book
per visit for a book of their choice. They may
choose to keep their newly selected book as their
own or swap again.

To keep our book shelves well stocked and with
a variety of titles, we will gladly accept donations
of gently used children’s books. As you do your
spring cleaning, please keep us in mind and
share one of your favorite books with the
children. For more information please call the
Robert D. Wilson Elementary School at 488-6015.

BRINGING THE UNIVERSE TO STUDENTS

Edu-tainment's Dome Theater brings an amazing
educational experience to our Hamlin and Lake
schools that makes learning exciting.

Developed by Rice University and ’

. -
Houston Museum of Natural Science
with NASA REASoN support, the new mobile
planetarium offers the latest audio and visual
learning technologies over a broad range of
professional programs that will bring the
excitement of science to our students.

This Discovery Day the adventure will be
brought to our students in a one-of-a-kind
educational experience covering topics including
astronomy, space science, earth science, history,
biology, geology, and more.

Partners and narrators for this event include
Robert Redford, Tom Hanks, John Billingsley,
Harrison Ford, and Walter Cronkite. We know
this will truly be a memorable event for our
students, and we give A BIG THANK YOU to
the PTA for sponsoring this event!
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ULTIMATE FRISBEE

Western Wayne High School has a new sports team. The Wildcats now have an Ultimate Frisbee
team. Ultimate Frisbee is a popular sport on college campuses. The University of Scranton, East
Stroudsburg University (ESU), Penn State, Rutgers, and Princeton all have teams. It can be described as
Frisbee football with the idea of passing the disk down field from person to person until a player
catches it in an end zone. Mr. Zoppi, who played Ultimate Frisbee at ESU for four years, started
Ultimate Frisbee at the high school as an intramural club in response to the wellness policy. The idea
was to get students that were not involved in sports outside and running. In the three years that this
intramural has existed, Mr. Zoppi has tried to contact several high schools within the NEIU to see if
they have teams for the Wildcats to play against. With no luck, he turned his attention to the one place
he knew the sport existed....colleges. Western Wayne went to East Stroudsburg University in March of
2009 to play them in a best of three series of games. ESU is a highly ranked college team that finishes 1st
or 2nd place in just about every tournament they play. Both teams expected the score to be 15 ESU to 0
us for both games, but the Wildcats surprised them. Game one was 15-3 and game two was
15-5. According to ESU, the Wildcats scored on them more than some colleges have. They were happy
to see Ultimate Frisbee in high schools, and they are inviting Western Wayne to their tournament this
fall. Western Wayne is the only high school team in the tournament; all the other teams are
colleges. This is without a doubt a first for the high school, and a first for the sport. The tournament is
not the only time the Wildcats will compete. The University of Scranton, ESU, and Wilkes University
have all agreed they will play scrimmages. Also, Wallenpaupack High School started an Ultimate
Frisbee club in May of 2009 when one of our students transferred there and started building interest in

their student body. Western Wayne and Wallenpaupack may play against each other this fall as well.

MATH UPDATE =
|

The Western Wayne School District has taken major steps to improve student performance in ——a
mathematics. In 2008-2009 a new curriculum was implemented district-wide, and a
challenging elementary math series was introduced to better prepare students for more rigorous
instruction. In addition, six elementary teachers from Lake Elementary and Robert D. Wilson schools
are attending a Math Academy workshop series at Northeast Intermediate Unit 19 entitled The Private
Universe Project in Mathematics.

In the Private Universe workshops, participants observe a research study group of children over time,
from first grade through graduation, to see how their mathematical ideas evolved from basic ideas to
more complex thinking. These students worked together on challenging problems to come up with
their own strategies, then justified their solutions to each other. The teacher’s role was to present the
question, listen, and facilitate classroom discussion.

The workshops encourage teachers to revise classroom practices in order to help their own students
make the same kind of connections. The goal is to enable students to become independent learners and
thinkers, supplying them with tools they need to question and solve problems. This conceptual
teaching helps students “think outside the box” to understand the meaning behind the content.

This is an example of how the teachers and administrators at Western Wayne are working diligently to
provide the best education possible for our students.

Questions or Feedback about Paw Prints?
If you have any questions or would like to provide feedback to us about Paw Prints,
please contact us at (570) 937-4270 or e-mail Clay LaCoe at clacoe@westernwayne.org
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H.S. MIXIT UP CLUB

The high school’s Mix It Up Club was founded four years ago when the high school sent Kachiri
Lynch, 2007 graduate, and Estina Cain, a senior, to summer diversity camp at College
Misericordia. Their experience that summer impacted them so much that they asked to start a
club at the high school based on their new experiences. The club remains today with Esther
Michel, a junior, as the President and Daniel DeVito, a junior, as the Vice President. In addition to
teaching tolerance and learning about diversity, the club also participates in community
service. Last year the club raised $921 for Mothers Against Drunk Driving. They hope to match or
beat that amount this year as they raise money for a group that rescues modern day slaves. Also
this year they are giving a scholarship of $150 to a Western Wayne senior who completes an essay
that describes how they have overcome adversity in their lifetime. The club still sends two
students to Misericordia each summer for diversity camp. This past summer they sent Taylor
Tucker, and Kristen Krayer, both junior. It is a small group that has anywhere from four to ten
members from meeting to meeting, so each member has a lot of responsibility to get their projects
done. The club hopes to continue, expanding membership and awareness. They also hope to
continue their charity work in the future and expand the idea that kindness is contagious.

TECHNOLOGY AWARD - continued from Page 1

Global Connect

This web-based voice broadcasting/emergency notification service allows the district to reach parents
quickly with changes in events, school closings, or early dismissals.

Interactive White Boards

77 Smart Boards and Promethean Boards are installed in pre-K through high school classrooms;
teachers also have access to Activotes, Activeslates, and Activexpressions-Promethean products that
reinforce and assess instruction. A $20,700.00 grant recently awarded through the Wayne County
Community Foundation provided seven more Promethean Boards and

12 projectors for the Middle School.
Video Conferencing

Students participate in interactive, real-time programs with experts. Science classes can speak with an
astronomer at Gemini Observatory in Hilo, Hawaii; an American Cultures class can discuss
World War II events with the curator at the World War II Museum in New Orleans; Foreign Language
classes collaborate with other classes across the U.S. In addition, teachers use Skype, Elluminate,
and web cams to video conference between two classrooms in neighboring schools.

Enhancing Education Through Technology Grant (EETT)

Provides the middle school with three carts, each with 14 laptops connecting to the wireless
infrastructure and a Vernier Labquest Science package which includes sensors and computer interface
for use in data collection. Students will be able to conduct experiments on topics such as light, motion,

pH levels, magnetism, force and more.

As a Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA) recognized “School of Excellence”, Western
Wayne will be featured in PSBA publications throughout 2009; will be acknowledged at the PASA-
PSBA School Leadership Conference in October; and will showcase their efforts at separate PSBA-
sponsored events for visiting board members and school district administrators. The District also
received a plaque which was presented to the Board of Education at the June 8th board meeting
denoting the District’s status as a PSBA School of Excellence in Technology.
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4TH ANNUAL NEIU 19 READING COMPETITION

<3
Forty-two books —ranging from contemporary young adult best sellers to classics and a few g% 2
months to read them — that’s the task before each team of eight to twelve students who take
on the annual Reading Competition challenge set forth by NEIU 19. That task was not
daunting, however, for 7th grade English teacher, Ms. Jennifer Dunda’s team as they won first place for

the middle school division. A team from Lakeland won first place for the high school division.

This year’s fourth annual competition, hosted by the Western Wayne School District, was held April 20
at the high school and middle school. Sixteen districts brought over 700 students to compete. Western
Wayne entered five high school and three middle school teams. The students faced three rounds of 40
questions against three different opponents with the chance to steal points if their opponent answered
incorrectly. Teachers from participating districts and volunteers from the Western Wayne faculty, staff,
and administration served as question readers and scorekeepers.

The event began immediately after school as competing teams” buses pulled into the parking lot and
were greeted by Superintendent Andy Falonk, Assistant Superintendent Dr. Clay LaCoe, and school
board member Bill Gershey. Teams were escorted by student volunteers into the high school gym for
team photos and registration materials. From there, it was on to the cafeteria for a light supper
efficiently provided by Mrs. Maria Liptak and the cafeteria staff.

In the auditorium, NEIU staff greeted the competitors and officially started the contest by sending them
off to the classrooms in the middle and high school complex. Student volunteers in fluorescent t-shirts
were posted throughout the hallways to guide team members and their parents who wanted to watch
the competition.

After the contest, the teams headed back to the auditorium for the results. But first, they saw
themselves on the big screen. NEIU staff had taken photos during the contest, and with the help of the
Western Wayne technical staff, compiled a musical montage of photos from the evening. Then Mary
Lou Heron, coordinator of the event from the NEIU, announced the winners of both levels. The awards
ceremony was broadcast live over the Western Wayne web page and is still available for viewing at
www.westernwayne.org.

Mr. Falonk, who has attended all of the reading competitions in past years, was very pleased with how
smoothly the event was organized. “Ever since I attended the first competition,” Mr. Falonk said, “I've
been eager to have Western Wayne host this event because I knew our high school/middle school
campus would be an excellent venue for it. We made it very clear to everyone that this academic event
was the priority, even rescheduling some athletic contests so that our student-athletes wouldn’t have a
conflict between their commitment to their sport and to their reading team. The staff, the faculty, and
the student volunteers all worked very hard to make the event a tremendous success.”

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

We are pleased to announce that the new South Elementary School is getting ready to go
out to bid. This process will occur during the months of June and July with a
possible bid awarded in early August. Stay tuned for future updates.

PAW PRINTS Page 7




WESTERN WAYNE SCHOOL DISTRICT

2132 Easton Turnpike
P.O. Box 220
South Canaan, PA 18459
(570) 937-4270

The Western Wayne School Di strict
for everyone...in all things...always.

Andrew Falonk, Superintendent
Clayton LaCoe III, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Cindy Brink, President ~ Donald McDonough, Vice President

Gary Podunajec, Secretary ~ Frank Ward, Treasurer

William Gershey ~ Alvin Hollister ~ Donald Olsommer Jr.

Doris Pliss ~ James Salak



