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The Wildcat Paw Print 

The third marking period has 
started and Western Wayne 
Middle School students 
continue to impress our 
faculty, coaches and staff with 
their hard work and 
accomplishments.  Since the 
last newsletter, we have 
welcomed Mrs. Kelly Coyne, 
our assistant principal.  Mrs. 
Coyne comes to Western 
Wayne Middle School as a 5th 
grade teacher and curriculum 
specialist.  Our basketball and 
wrestling teams are enjoying 
successful seasons, while CATS 
Club members and Student 
Council have put together 
some fun events for students, 
including the football fiesta 
powder-puff football game and 
the Snow Ball dance.  6th grade 
students began preparations 
for the Biztown program 
(Junior Achievement program) 
where they will participate in 
late April.  8th grade teachers 
and students have started to 
finalize their preparations for 
the Washington, D.C. field trip.  
Our 7th grade students have 
been active in reading, CATS 
Club and extracurricular 
activities.  Finally, one our 
most important activities has 
been the emphasis on reading 
through the American Reading 
Company 100 Book Challenge.  
Students have embraced the 
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idea of increasing the amount of 
time they spend reading, 
including at least 30 minutes per 
day outside of school.  I thank all 
of our parents and guardians who 
have helped emphasize the 
importance of reading regularly 
each night.  I wish you all 
continued success in the new 
year and look forward to seeing 
you whenever you are at our 
wonderful school.   

 
 

Welcome Mrs. Coyne 
 
Everyone please say hi to our 
new Assistant Principal when you 
see her in the halls.  Mrs. Coyne, 
a native of Scranton, comes to 
the Western Wayne Middle 
School after teaching fifth grade 
in the Scranton School District. 
She has over ten years classroom 
teaching experience. 
 
In the words of Mrs. Coyne: "My 
passion for teaching and learning 
has led me to Western Wayne.  
I feel privileged and honored to 
be part of such an amazing 
school district.  Thank you for 
being so welcoming, and I look 
forward to spending many years 
getting to know the  students, 
parents, faculty, and staff of the 
Western Wayne School District.  
Go Wildcats!"  

 

Mr. Peter Chapla,  Principal  

Mrs.  Kel ly  Coyne,  Assistant  Principal  

Upcoming 

Events 
 February 1, 2010 - 

2 hour Delayed 

Start for students, 

Teacher In-Service 

Day. 

 February 15, 2010 - 

Schools Closed, 

Presidents' Day 

Western Wayne Middle School 
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Sixth Grade Language Arts News 

 The sixth grade has completed its annual tradition of 

reading Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. The students began 

by researching life in Victorian England to develop background 

knowledge for their understanding of this classic novella.  A visit 

from local historian Kurt Reed helped further develop students’ 

familiarity with the culture of the Victorians. Mr. Reed discussed 

artifacts and illustrations that he brought in; the students found 

Mr. Reed’s presentations fascinating. 

 Some students know the plot of A Christmas Carol from 

movies or cartoons; however, the novel was rewarding for them 

to read. The sixth grade students have been learning about their 

  
understanding of what they have read. These activities will help 

them grasp Dickens’ meaning. Every year students struggle at 

first with the nineteenth century language of A Christmas Carol. 

We read along with a dramatic reading of the novel on audiotape, 

stopping frequently for discussion. As they got used to Dickens’ 

prose, they came to enjoy the famous great lines and memorable 

characters of this perennial classic.  

                                                   
 

 

 

                                                       

Physical Education 

 

Later this month, our physical 

education students will have the 

opportunity to experience snow 

shoeing.  As long as there is a 

sufficient amount of snow we will be 

taking our gym classes outdoors to 

snow shoe. We will announce  when 

this will take place so that the students 

can come to class dressed properly for 

going outdoors. 

Also, beginning February 8th, Maura 

Malloy, a professional theatre/dance 

artist will be coming to our physical 

education classes to teach our students 

how to dance the famous "Thriller" 

dance by Michael Jackson. She will 

be here for 1 week and guarantees a 

great time!  

 
 

MAY THE FORCE BE WITH 
YOU 

 Forces are Our Focus as the 8th 

Grade enters the Second Quarter.  

Starting with a Domino Derby 

students predicted and tested the 

distance between standing Dominoes 

to see which distances would cause 

the dominoes to fall the fastest when 

an attempt was made to knock over 

the dominoes.  Motion was equated 

with the ability to measure using  the 

values of Distance and Time. 

  

In order to "Feel the Force" students 

built Houses of Playing Cards and 

tested the strength of their structures 

by placing 500 grams of weight on the 

house.  Creative ingenuity was further 

released and expressed as students 

built Bridges using Toothpicks 

spanning a 15 cm distance. Objects 

used to test the strength of the bridges 

were:  Toy Cars and Trucks, Rocks 

and Minerals, 500 grams of weight, 

and even a Student's Sneaker! 

 

own reading strategies to 

increase their confidence and 

abilities to attack more 

difficult texts. They have 

been analyzing and 

interpreting stories by 

annotating text, as well as 

formulating and answering 

questions (QAR) to gain 

deeper 

This heartwarming ghost 

story about a solitary miser 

urges all of us to connect 

with others, offering cheer 

and charity. It’s a great time 

and has inspired students to 

help family, friends, and 

neighbors, as well as making 

donations to the needy, 

following the spirit of 

Dickens’ story. 

 

 

 

Students enjoying this 

holiday dinner had to design 

placemats describing what 

they were thankful for 

during the past year.  
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Problem of the Month 
Test your skills on the concepts we have covered in 
6th grade by solving the problem of the month.  

 
 

*The first two 6th grade students (1 per team) to 
hand in their answer and work to Ms. McClure or Mr. 

Pauler will receive a small prize. 

 

 

Stand Up, Speak Out, Lend a Hand 
 

On January 14th, the 8th graders of Western 
Wayne Middle School participated in a 
videoconference event. The event was titled 
“Stand Up, Speak Out, Lend a Hand.” The 
videoconference was a presentation by Gerda 
Weissmann Klein. Ms. Klein is a renowned 
human rights activist, writer, Academy Award 
winner and Holocaust survivor. She shared her 
life story with students from around 
Pennsylvania, including Western Wayne Middle 
School.  
Ms. Klein’s life changed in 1939 at the 
beginning of WWII when German forces 
overran her small town in Poland. She spent 
time as a captive in her own home, at work 
camps, and eventually on her way to a 
termination camp. At the end of a 350 mile 
“Death March” she was liberated. One of the 
American officers that help liberate her, later 
became her husband.  
As a part of this videoconference event, the 
students of Western Wayne 8th grade will 
implement a Student Service Learning Project 
designed to combat social issues in our 
community. We will have 3 months to 
complete our project. Along the way we will 
post our project goals and progress on a wiki 
page so that the other schools involved, and 
anyone else who is interested, can see what 
we are accomplishing. At the same time we 
will be able to check the progress of the other 
schools via their wiki pages. Near the end of 
March, there will be another videoconference 
with Ms. Klein in which all of the schools 
involved will present their projects. We are 
very appreciative for the assistance of Gail 
Barna with the technology aspects of this 
project

 
 

History question of the month: 
(are you smarter than a 6th grader) 

  

How many dynasties did Egypt have? 

 
a. 12 

b. 44 

c. 31 
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Breakthrough in Pre-Algebra 
 

In Miss Hanna’s pre-algebra classes, the most 

recent topics have been multiples and LCM’s (least 

common multiples).  Students have been shown 

four ways to find the LCM of numbers: list the 

multiples, prime factorization, Venn Diagrams, and 

the ladder method.  All methods can be used for the 

LCM of two numbers but for 3 or more numbers 

the Venn Diagram might get a little confusing and 

the teacher didn’t feel the ladder method worked 

consistently for 3 or more numbers.  In checking 

recent homework, Dylan Wallace, pointed out he 

used the ladder method for all the 3 number 

problems and got them right.  Of course, the teacher 

was more than curious and homework checking 

came to a halt.  The desire to understand how the 

student did this was imperative to the teacher and 

the rest of the class was spent exploring several sets 

of 3 numbers.  After about 6 more examples, the 

teacher posed the question to the students:  Does 

this hold for 4 numbers and students verified that it 

did work.  Miss Hanna pronounced her error to the 

class and gave Dylan a couple of day late 

homework passes for his efforts.  A phone call 

home to Dylan’s parents was also made that day so 

they could be aware of his accomplishment.  Kudos 

to Dylan for those efforts and for teaching his 

teacher something new.  

 
 

8th Grade Poetry Project 
Eight grade recently spent time learning, about, 

reading and creating poems.  Several classes were 

devoted to reading, interpreting and analyzing 

various forms of poetry.  We thought we’d share 

some creative pieces with you. 

Diamante is a poem containing seven lines which 

takes the shape of a diamond. Diamante hails from 

the Italian language and means, glittering ornament. 

A diamante describes opposites.  Can you discover 

the pattern? 

Winter 

Frosty, frigid 

Skiing, snowball fighting 

Icicles, snowflakes, vacation, picnic 

Swimming, tanning. scorching 

Sunny, sweaty 

Summer. 

 

By Nicole Defino 
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Pennsylvania Homeless Children’s 
Initiative 

 

On July 22, 1987, the Stewart B. McKinney 

Homeless Assistance Act became law.  This was the 

first comprehensive federal law dealing with the 

problems of homelessness in America.  The main 

purpose of the Pa. Homeless Children’s Initiative is 

to make sure homeless youth have access to 

appropriate education while removing barriers that 

homeless children face.  Its goal is to have the 

educational process continue as uninterrupted as 

possible while the children are in homeless 

situations.  Every school district must designate a 

liaison for children and youth experiencing 

homelessness.  The liaison at Western Wayne is Ms. 

Ellen Faliskie, principal of Hamlin and Lake Ariel 

Elementary Schools.  Ms. Faliskie in turn works 

closely with the other district administrators, 

guidance counselors, social workers and nurses to 

identify students in need and to provide services. 

 

Who are the homeless?  Homeless children may be 

found in these places or situations: 

 

 Public or private shelters 

 Public or private places not designated for or 

ordinarily used as regular sleeping 

accommodations such as vehicles, parks, 

motels, campgrounds, etc 

 Living with a parent in a domestic shelter 

 Individual and/or families living with 

relatives or friends due to lack of housing 

 Living in transitional housing programs 

 Runaway children (under 18 years of age) 

and children and youth who have been 

abandoned or forced out of home by parents 

or other caretakers 

 Children of migrant families who lack 

adequate housing  

 Children abandoned in hospitals or awaiting 

foster care 

 School age, unwed mothers or expectant 

mothers living in houses for unwed mothers 

when they have no other available living 

accommodations 

 

For more information, log onto www.pde.com 

 

http://www.pde.com/
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Western Wayne Middle 

School 
 

1970B Easton Turnpike  

Lake Ariel,  

Pennsylvania 18436 

Phone: 

(570) 937-3010  

Fax: 

(570) 937-3440 

E-mail: 

wwms@westernwayne.org  

““ EE xx cc ee ll ll ee nn cc ee     

SS tt aa rr tt ss   ww ii tt hh     

YY oo uu !! ””   
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Western Wayne Middle School Maintains its Scholastic 
Art Record 

 

Western Wayne Middle School has once again received the wonderful news 

that our middle school art students have excelled in the Northeast region 

2010 Scholastic Art competition. Our middle school students received many 

awards, recognizing their artistic ability within our district. The local 

newspaper published a partial list of the awards, but due to lack of space they 

were unable to recognize all of the award winners from our school. The 

following is a complete list of WWMS students receiving awards  

 

Certificates of Merit 

Sarah Brodowsky, Alicia Cook, Brandon hall, Alyssa Dekenipp, Nicole 

Delfino, Caleigh Wildenstein, Paige Fratamico, Sabrina Ditucci, Isabella 

Esposito, and Michaela Killian. 

 

Silver Key Winners 

Alyssa Dekennip, Nicole Delfino, Caleigh Wilenstein, Paige Fratamico, 

Sabrina Ditucci, Isabella Esposito, and Michaela Killian. 

 

Gold Key Winners 

Isabella Esposito and Michaela Killian 

 

Gold Key winners will proceed on to the national art competition. Winners at 

the national competition will be announced in the late spring and award 

recipients will be recognized in New York City in early June. These  award 

winners were recognized at Marywood University at a ceremony held in 

Nazereth Hall. The student art will be on display in the art gallery on the 

Marywood campus until the end of January.   

 
 

JA Biztown 
 

This year, the sixth grade class will participate in an exciting Junior 

Achievement program called JA Biztown. JA Biztown encompasses important 

elements of community and economy, work readiness, financial literacy, and 

business management. As part of the program each 6
th

 grade team will attend 

the JZ Biztown site located in Pittston, Pennsylvania. This on-site visit in 

March will provide students with an opportunity to apply what they have 

learned in a realistic setting. Each student will assume a job, produce and/or 

sell products, receive a paycheck, work on a business team, repay business 

loans, shop, and manage a personal bank account. Throughout the programs, 

students are encouraged to use critical thinking skills to learn about key 

economic concepts as they explore and enhance their understanding of free 

enterprise.  The goal of experiential education programs such as JA Biztown 

is to help students see how classroom learning connects to real-world actions 

and events. Several community and parent volunteers will be needed during 

the on-site March visit, if you are interested please contact Mrs. Lori 

Lucchesi at the Western Wayne Middle School – 937-3010 x 2104 or email 

llucchesi@westernwayne.org. 

 

 

Career Cruising 
 

Don’t forget to log onto: 

www.careercruising.com 

 

User Name: wwms 

Password:  wildcats 

 

Ask your 8
th

 grader to 

show you their portfolio 

and career search results 

to foster conversations 

about their career goals 

and interests. 

 

mailto:llucchesi@westernwayne.org
http://www.careercruising.com/

