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We will be discussing the signs of spring, 

planting seeds, and we will finally be able 

to go on the playground again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are more than half way through our 

alphabet and we continue to learn new 

letters each week.  The letters that have 

been introduced so far are: MM, Pp, Rr, 

Tt, Ss, Dd, Cc, Nn, Aa, Gg, Hf, Ii, Ff, 

Ll , and Bb.  Please keep  practicing the 

letter recognition and sounds as much as       

possible. 
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WORDS FROM MISS FALISKIE  

In March, the Pre-K children will be     

traveling through Fairy Tale Land.  We will 

be journeying to the 

c o t t a g e  o f  t h e   

S e v e n  D w a r f s ,     

adventuring through 

the woods of Red 

Riding Hoodõs  

grandmother and 

diving under the    

s e a  w i t h  t h e              

Little Mermaid.  

 

Also, we will be on the lookout for those 

little leprechauns as St. Patrickõs Day 

draws near.  The children will be learning 

about shamrocks and pots of gold.  We 

hope things donõt start turning green in 

our room. 

Ways Your Child Can Be Test-Smart 
Nobodyõs ever going to love test.  But there are some 

things your child can do to relax and do his best. 

§ 1.  Donõt cram.  In the week before the test, schedule 

several shorter study sessions.  Your child will feel less 

pressure...and heõll remember more. 

§ 2.  Read the directions.  If the test says, òShow all 

your work,ó your child must show all of her work.  If 

she doesnõt understand something, she should ask the 

teacher to explain. 

§ 3.  Skim the test quickly.  Thereõs nothing worse 

than discovering that there are two essay questions to 

writeéand five minutes left in the class period.  By 

skimming, your child will know what to expect and can 

leave time at the end for a longer question. 

§ 4.  Donõt be afraid to skip a question.  Some      

children become paralyzed when they see a question 

they donõt know.  Teach them to move on to a       

question they do know.  If thereõs time, they can always 

come back to try those questions one more time. 

 

§ 5. Check work.  Often, itõs careless mistakes (adding   

instead of multiplying, for example) that lead to a bad grade. 

§ 6.  Look for òclue words.ó  On true-false or               

multiple-choice tests, there are some words that usually 

indicate an answer is wrong.  Look for words like all, none, 
everybody and always, which probably mean your child can 

eliminate that choice. 

Parents can help children do better on tests.  And, parents can 

make sure children know that, while a test may measure certain 

knowledge and abilities, no test an ever measure a childôs worth. 

                ñQuick Tipsò provided by The Parent Institute 

 

 

Helpful hints:  

 

 

 

       Get a good                      Eat a good                  Dress 

       nightôs rest                       breakfast                comfortably  
  

Miss Faliskie 



KINDERGARTEN  

FIRST GRADE   

are checked to see how many words 

they can read in that time.  Students are 

expected to be able to read 40 words 

per minute by May.  Please continue 

practicing at home. 

 

In Math, we continue to work on our 

addition and subtraction facts.  We  

continue to work hard in Rocket Math.  

Please continue practicing addition and 

subtraction facts up to 18.  We continue 

to work on counting coins, place value, 

and time to the hour and half hour. 

 

In Science, we have finished our liquids 

and solids unit.  Next we will be starting 

W i t h  t h e  s p r i n g  w e a t h e r  f as t           

approaching, first graders are looking 

forward to many new and exciting 

things happening.  In reading, we are 

f in ishing up our 4th book, Time       

Together.  We have been learning 

about long vowels, blends, digraphs, 

and vowel teams.  Please continue to 

practice these skills with your child at 

home.  Sight words are also very      

important to your chi ld being a      

successful reader.  We also are        

cont inuing to have the students      

practice their Oral Reading Fluency.  

Students practice reading a passage and 

are timed for 1 minute.  The   students 

SECOND GRADE  

Continue to contact 

family and friends to 

send in postcards 

from our 50 states.  

Our hallway is filled with 

postcards from 

m a n y  s t a t e s           

a l r e a d y !  

Thank  you 

f o r  y o u r 

s u p p o r t w i t h 

t h i s    project!  

I t  has been       excit ing 

to receive the many postcards 

in the mail. 

them to read with fluency and expression. 

 

In Math, second graders a practicing how to 

measure objectsõ height, 

lengths, and perimeter 

using nonstandard units, 

inch  and cen t imeter    

rulers, and yard sticks.  

See how they can help 

around the house when 

d a i l y  c h o r e s  r e q u i r e  a  f o r m  o f              

measurement.  We are continuing to    

practice our addition and subtraction facts, 

telling time, and counting money.  Please 

continue to study your math facts at home! 
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March has been a great month for the 

second graders!  They have been 

working hard and learning a lot! 

 

In our Reading theme, òNeighborhood 

Newsó, students are discovering that 

m e m b e r s  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y  a r e          

connected in a variety of ways that 

each person plays a part in making that 

community special.  The students are 

working hard by applying their learned 

reading strategies into their daily    

reading.  Please continue to support 

you childõs nightly reading, encouraging 

identifying geometrical shapes.     

B e n n i e s      

Pennies, by Pat 

Brisson, helps us 

t o  m a k e        

predictions as we 

re ad  a  s t o r y .  

The story titled, 

Hello, Goodbye , by Barbara Shook 

Hazen, makes us aware of a story            

characterõs feelings. 

 

Our new reading sight words are 

look  and come .  The children are 

now reading and writing many more 

words using each of the vowel 

sounds. 

I n  m a t h ,  t h e   

s t u d e n t s        

c o n t i n u e  t o 

w o r k  o n        

identifying and 

counting coins.  

St. Patrickõs Day 

brings shamrocks, leprechauns, and 

p o t s  o f  g o l d  t o  h e l p  o u r                

kindergarteners practice addition, and 

counting by fives and tens along with 

other math skills. 

 

Donõt forget to read with your child 

every evening.  Your support and 

encouragement are so important for 

your childõs success in school! 

 

our Living Things unit.  In this unit,    

students will explore living vs. non living 

things.  They will learn to categorize and 

group things by characteristics. 

 

Terra Nova test will be given to all 1st 

grade children the week of April 19thñ

23rd.  It is very important that your 

child be in school all five of these days.  

Please make sure your child is eating a 

good breakfast and is getting to bed 

early.  It is very important that your 

child is well rested. 

 

Please remember to read with your 

child for at least 15 minutes a night. 

Thank you. 

Spring is just around the corner, 

a n d  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  o u r                

kindergarteners working with   

lions, lambs, raindrops, umbrellas, 

ra inbows, and k i tes to help 

strengthen their reading, phonics, 

and math skills. 

 

March brings kindergarten a new 

reading theme called òAround The 

Townó.  This theme is all about 

different places in a community, 

and how people join together to 

help one another. 

 

We have three fun stories in this 

them. Shapes, by Dayle Ann  

D o b b s ,  g i v e s  a  r e v i e w  o n         



THIRD GRADE  

FIFTH GRADE  

FOURTH GRADE  

 will be starting our Spring LEFL     

football season in the third grade.  

The Fall/Winter season was a blast as 

the Steelers escaped a close game 

with the Patriots to win the Super 

Bowl.  The students are really looking 

forward to starting up again and    

getting back on the field. 
 
Lastly, please continue to make     

Reading a First Priority.  Spend time 

at night reading a favorite story with 

your children.  Remember to have the 

children read 15-30 minutes every 

night and f i l l  out  their  reading       

calendar and reading log. 

In Reading we are exploring new genres 

such as folktales, fables, plays, and     

historical fiction.  Each new story allows 

for the students to learn new lessons as 

w e l l  a s  t a k e  j o u r n e y s  t o  n e w             

destinations. 

 

In Math we continue to move forward 

as we are learning new things every day.  

Remember to continue working on 

those addi t ion,  subt ract ion,  and        

multiplication facts as they are very    

important to the future success of your 

child. 
 
Also with Spring fast approaching we 

As we move into the month of March, 

the fourth grade is continuing to work 

hard while we are looking forward to 

spring and nicer weather.  We are      

enjoying our new theme in reading which 

is all about òCommunity 

Ties.ó  In this theme 

t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e       

discovering both the 

joys and responsibilities 

o f  be long ing  t o  a    

community.  We hope 

to gain a  

better understanding of 

the interactions that 

bind and strength our 

society. 

 

In math we are putting what we learned 

about fractions into use and we are 

changing them to decimals.  We are 

learning how fractions and decimals effect 

us everyday and how grocery shopping 

and cooking, both are everyday users of 

math.  Remember to encourage your 

child to practice their math facts because 

this plays an important part in our      

current and upcoming units. 

 

We  a re  con t inu ing  our  exc i t i ng          

experiments in the science lab and the 

w a t e r  u n i t  i s  f u l l  o f  h a n d s  o n              

opportunities.  We look forward to 

those rainy days of April and observe the 

water cycle in action.  In Social Studies 

we are studying about the òBirthplace of 

test ing soft-dr ink recipes,  sal t       

concentration, and mystery solutions.  

Our new program has a website that 

students have been encouraged to 

v iewñwww.fossweb.com.  The     

investigations, vocabulary, content, 

and games are all on this site.  Itõs also 

great to use for the 30 minutes of 

reading at night.   

 

Lastly, as our students are looking for 

the pot of gold at the end of the    

rainbow and striving to do their best, 

please remember to encourage and 

praise them at 

home for their 

hard work.  We 

appreciate all you 

do at home. 

Top ô o the month to you!  Itõs hard to 

believe that we only have one more 

month until PSSAós.  Students have been 

working very hard to prepare for this 

test.  Please encourage your child to stay 

focused and do his/her personal best at 

all times, especially as spring fever will be 

approaching.  We donõt want to have to 

count on the luck of the leprechaun to 

get us through the test...but on making 

good choices from what has been taught!  

 

Fifth gradeõs student council is on a roll.  

They have taken the bull by the horns 

and have made some changes and      

improvements!  One change that they 

have  b rought  to  the  cafe te r ia  is        

strawberry milk.  It has been a big      

success.  Also, they took a suggestion 

from a fellow 5th grade student, Alexia 
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Independenceó and 

how Pennsylvania 

played an important 

part in our reach 

for independence. 

 

F i n a l l y  w e  a r e 

working very hard 

to get ready for the 

PSSA which will be coming up in April 

and know that the 4th grade can and 

will do a great job.  Please continue to 

be attentive of your childõs nightly 

r e a d i n g ,  w e  c a n  s e e  g r e a t              

improvement and know by working 

together we can help our children 

achieve great things. 

 

February was a busy month for the third 

grade.  We had the excitement of      

Valentineõs Day, the 

celebration of the 

100th day of school, 

and a great bicycle 

safety presentation.  

As we enter the 

third quarter we 

are continuing to 

w o r k  h a r d  i n  

preparation for the 

PSSAõs in April.  We have been reviewing 

skills and introducing new skills to ensure 

that all of our students can succeed. 

Kohuth, and made it  happen.  Alexia had 

asked to incorporate a fundraiser for the 

Haiti victims, and we are proud to say 

that every classroom has a òLove for 

Haitió box to collect   donations.  These 

boxes are emptied every day by student 

council.  KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK! 

 

Weõve moved into the reading theme 

òSchool Rules.ó  Students have been 

r e a d i n g  a b o u t  s c h o o l  l e a r n i n g            

experiences through different genres of 

literature.  Their summer reading book 

Frindle is one of the stories in this theme 

that we will be covering more in detail. 

 

Students are really flying high over the 

rainbow for our new Science program.   

W e  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  o n 

òConcentration.ó  Students have been 



ENROLLMENTS  
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TITLE  I  

§ Silly Books ñ www.sillybooks.net  (PreschoolñGrade 3)  

this site offers animated books, songs, games, and puzzles. 

§ Starfall ñ  www.starfall.com (PreschoolñGrade 2)  This 

site provides practice with decoding and fluency skills. 

 

Mark your calendars for our Title I Studentsõ Award Night.  

This is a special event where we congratulate our children for 

all of their hard work this year.  The date is set for April 23rd, 

2010.  Detailed information will be sent home in April. 

 

 

HAMLIN   ELEMENTARY 

Early Intervention   16 

Pre-Kindergarten   61 

Kindergarten    88 

First Grade    84  

Second Grade  110 

Outside Placement     5 

 

Total   359 

LAKE  ELEMENTARY 

Third Grade            100 

Fourth Grade    98 

Fifth Grade    88 

Outside Placement     7 

 

 

 

Total   293 

As always, we continue to encourage our students to read, 

read, and read some more!  The more practice they have the 

better readers they will become.  Remember that reading 

practice can take place outside of a book.  If your child enjoys 

working on the computer there are wonderful free websites 

designed to improve studentsõ reading abilities.  The Reading 

Teacher, a Journal of Researched-Based Classroom Practice,    

published an article with website suggestions in their         

November 2009 issue. Here are a few of the websites that 

your child may enjoy at home: 

§ Into the Book ñ www.reading.ecb.org/index.htm! 

(Grades Kñ4) this side provides support for reading 

strategies (prior knowledge, making connections,     

questioning, visualizing, inferring, summarizing, evaluating, 

and synthesizing) 

§ Interactive Cinderel la Story ñ  www.learner.org/

interactives/story/index.htm!  (Grades 2ñ5)  On this 

site students will learn about the elements of a story: 

setting, characters, plot, conflict, climax, and resolution 

which will aid in their comprehension. 


