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wrote are:  THE MITTEN, THE HAT, AND 

THE WILD CHRISTMAS REINDEER.   Stop 

by the Community Library across the 

street and check out some of her 

books. 

 

Our newest letters are Aa, Dd, Nn.  
Please practice identifying these letters 

and their sounds along with our “old” 

letters Cc, Nn, Pp, Rr, Ss, and Tt. 

 

We will celebrate Martin Luther King’s 

birthday by reading a story about him.  

We will talk about how important it is 

to treat all people with kindness and 

respect. 
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WORDS FROM MISS FALISKIE 

This month the Pre-K children will be 

travel ing to the 

North and South 

Poles, as we learn 

about  E sk imos ,    

penguins, and polar 

bears.   In Science,  

we are going to 

experiment with  

water.  We will be 

bringing some snow inside to see if it 

changes back to snow.  We will also be 

discussing dressing properly for the 

cold weather.  So be sure to send us 

to school with coast, hats, and mittens. 
 

Our favorite author right now is Jan 

Brett.  Some of the books that she 

Happy New Year!  I hope all of you had restful holidays.  

As we begin a new year I wish to remind you again the 

important role you play in your child’s education.  You 

are their first and most important teacher.  Therefore, 

what you model is what is important to them.  My      

corner in this report is to give you some ideas for home 

to help bridge what we do here in school.  As you know, 

this year  I have been concentrating on Math, so here 

are a few more ideas: 

 

Math on the Go 

In this busy world, we spend a lot of time moving from 

place to place in our cars, on buses and trains, and on 

foot.  Use your traveling time as an  opportunity to learn 

about math.   Look around as you travel from place to 

place, and help your child find numbers on buildings, bus-

es, taxis, and houses that they can add and subtract  

while on the road.  Not only will your child be learning 

and practicing math skills, but the time you spend      

traveling will go by more quickly as well. 

 
License Plate Riddles    

What you’ll need:  License plates, paper, and pencil. 
What to do: 

    1.  While traveling in a car, or on a bus, everyone 

watches for license plates, focusing on one in  particular 

for 5 minutes.  The object is to use the digits on the  

license plate to make the largest 3-digit number possible.   

When a player chooses a license plate during the           

5 –minute watching period, they call out the 3-digit they 

have made from the license plate.  The person with the 

largest number wins the round.  Try the next round so 

the winner is the person with the smallest 3-diget     

number. 

    2.  Let each letter on a license plate be worth the val-

ue of its position in the alphabet.  A=1, M=13, Z=26.  

Each person chooses a license plate and adds the value 

of the letters.  The person with the lowest or the     

highest value wins the round. 

    3.  For younger children, this activity can be simplified  

by having them find the largest single digit, or double 

digit, or even add all the numbers on the license plate, or 

just recognize digits. 

 

Hope this has been helpful and given you some sanity 

while in the car as well! 

 

If I can be of any help, don’t hesitate to call at: 

     689-2632  for Hamlin    698-5616 for Lake 



KINDERGARTEN 

FIRST GRADE  

Your child was recently given the 

winter DIBELS a s s e s s m e n t .  

DIBELS is now focusing on Oral 

R e ad i n g  F l u e n c y  a s  we l l  a s         

Phoneme  Se gmen t a t i on  and      

Nonsense Word Fluency.  By May 

your child is expected to be able to 

read at least 40 words per minute 

on a grade level story.  Parents, 

please continue to take the time to 

read with your child nightly.  This 

will help them achieve their Oral    

Reading Fluency goal.  

The students continue 

to work hard on telling 

t i m e ,  p l a c e  v a l u e ,               

add it ion/subtract ion 

facts and counting mixed 

coins. They are working hard at     

increasing their 

skills in fast fact        

a d d i t i o n 

(Rocker Math).  

P l e a s e         

remember to practice these facts 

nightly with your child. 

SECOND GRADE 

FOSS, which stands for Full Option 

Science System.  We are excited to 

begin this new program and learn 

new things!!! 

 

Remember to continue filling out the 

weekly calendars and returning them 

every Monday signed.  The key to 

improving fluency is to have your 

child reading out loud instead of  

silently to themselves.  By doing this, 

they are able to hear their mistakes 

and  c an  u se  t he  s t r a t e gy  o f         

“Self-Correctly”!!! 

They are continuing to practice   

fluency by tracking and rereading 

i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  a  b e t t e r              

understanding. 
 
In math, the students are continuing 

to learn about addition with and 

without regrouping, but have added 

in the idea of two-digit subtraction 

with and without regrouping.  Please 

continue to study Rocker Math at 

home!!! 
 
This year our grade is embarking on 

a new science curriculum called 
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The second grade hopes that       

everyone had a safe, enjoyable     

holiday break.  We are happy to be 

back in school and are looking     

f o rward  to  upcoming  e vent s 

planned. 
 
In reading, our grade is continuing to 

read informational stories, which is 

teaching the students how to search 

for facts within a text.  They are 

learning to use skills like reading a 

d i a g ram and  recogn i z i n g  t he         

difference between fact and fiction.  

Children are now developing their 

listening skills by identifying the    

beginning, middle, and ending sounds 

in words.  This listening skill helps 

them to find the correct letters 

when they are making new words 

and word families. 

 

In math, we are continuing to work 

on making and reading graphs and 

practicing printing numbers.        

Geometry and fractions are 

being introduced. 

 

 

To celebrate Martin Luther King 

Day, we will listen to his story and 

learn about his life and his dreams 

for a peaceful world. 

 

We would like to remind everyone 

to make sure that your child is 

dressed appropriately for the cold 

weather. 

We hope everyone had a happy and 

safe holiday!  The New Year       

welcomes a third hardcover reading 

book, Here and There.  We are 

continuing to see great  

progress in reading and 

writing. Continue to 

practice the sight 

words that are sent 

home nightly in 

their    Homework 

Folder. 

      

 

As we welcome the  new year, the 

kindergarteners are busier than ev-

er!  Stories about 

penguins, snow-

men,        mittens, 

and snowy weath-

er are being en-

joyed this month.   

 

Our students are 

also listening to stories that focus on 

how baby     animals learn about the 

world from their families, and dis-

covering how real animals play in 

their habitats. 

 

Two new reading words have been 

added to our word wall.  They are 

have and you. 

Mittens 

Hat 

Snowsuit 

Earmuffs 

Boots 

H
ere 

There 



THIRD GRADE 

FIFTH GRADE 

FOURTH GRADE 

the solar system in Science class.  

Students have been learning all about 

our solar system and how it works.  

The students love getting the chance 

to perform hands–on activities and 

experiments that go along with our 

units. 

 

Lastly, please continue to make   

reading a priority.  Spend time each 

night reading a favorite story with 

your child. 

 

 

their own.  We are now eagerly 

learning multiplication. This is an 

exc it ing t ime for many th ird      

graders.  This new skill will be one 

that they will use everyday in life, 

and they are proud to be learning 

it!  Please make sure to practice 

their facts 

e v e r y 

night. 

 

We have 

b e e n    

exploring  

The fourth grade hopes everyone had a 

safe and happy holiday break.  We are 

excited to be back to school and we 

look forward to getting back into our 

normal routine.  

 

We are in the middle of our “Make 

Yourself at Home” theme in reading.  

We are discovering new genres, as well 

as familiar ones, 

f r o m  r e a l i s t i c  

fiction to fantasy 

and  non-fiction. 

 

 

 

In Math we continue to work our way 

through multiplication and division.  

Students are learning their facts and 

putting them to use in the classroom.  

We ask that you continue to work with 

them at home, ensuring their success in 

the classroom. 

 

In Social Studies 

the students are      

continuing to learn 

a l l  a b o u t            

Pennsylvania.  We 

finished up learning 

about Native Americans and we are 

now exploring our early explorers! 

will travel between the 13 colonies to 

discover why the Patriots decided to 

break-away from the King of England.  

This was a very exciting time in our  

history, as Ben Franklin will tell you!! 

 

A reminder to parents, all students must 

read each night for 30 minutes.  They 

need to keep the Reading Log up to 

date and return the log at the end of 

each month.  With the holidays over, 

we need to refocus on our preparation 

for the PSSA tests.  Remember we are 

working hard on our constructed     

responses.  

 

Finally, let’s make it our New Year’s 

resolution to work harder than ever, 

and strive to be the best we can be!!! 

Fifth grade is in the midst of the reading 

theme, Express Yourself.  We started 

our theme by reading about “Hattie’s 

Birthday Box.”  While reading this story 

we were self-questioning ourselves on 

why Granddaddy would give his sister a          

hand-carved box with nothing inside.  

From there we moved on to “Satchmo’s 

Blues,” to discover, by using facts and 

opinions, how Louis Armstrong wanted 

an old horn in a pawnshop.  Next, we 

visited old London to learn about William 

Shakespeare and the Globe.  While we 

adjusted our reading rates we realized 

that the Globe was a theater during 

Shakespeare’s  t ime. After Wil l iam   

Shakespeare we returned to the United 

States to read about the artist William 

Joyce.  With all the wonderful artwork 

he has done we needed to  remember to 

use structure and story format to read 

his autobiography.  Our last story in this 

theme takes us from an autobiography to 

a biography on the talented ballerina, 

E v e l y n  C i s n e r o s .   S i n c e  E v e l y n           

accomplished a great deal it is important 

that we remember to summarize the 

story as we read it. 

 

In Social Studies  

we are  learn ing 

about  the  ear ly 

s e t t l e m e n t s  o f 

J am e s t o w n  a n d       

Plymouth.  This will 

lead us into the 

beginning of the 

United States.  We 
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In Science we are working with water 

in both the classroom and in the   

science lab.  The students are enjoying 

all the hands on experiments that go 

with this unit. 

 

 

As we bundle up for the cold months 

ahead of us, don’t forget to have your 

ch i ld cont inue 

t h e i r  n i g h t l y 

reading.  Reading 

is an excellent 

w a y  t o  p a s s 

those cold and 

windy nights. 

As we enter the second quarter, 

third graders are continuing to 

work hard in all of their subjects 

areas.  In reading we have been 

busy moving through Theme 3 of 

our ser ie s  in  which we are     

learning about people growing and 

c h a n g i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e i r             

relationships with others. 

 

In Math we recently finished up 

collecting and organizing data.  

Students were able to work with 

graphs and even create graphs of 



ENROLLMENTS 
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TITLE  I 

HAMLIN   ELEMENTARY 

Head Start              15 

Pre-Kindergarten   62 

Kindergarten    90 

First Grade    85  

Second Grade    98 

Outside Placement         5 

 

Total                         363  

LAKE  ELEMENTARY 

Third Grade              98 

Fourth Grade    98 

Fifth Grade    88 

Outside Placement     6 

 

 

 

Total             290  

We hope that you all had a holiday season that was both 

restful and enjoyable!  Since the winter season often means 

that we spend more time indoors, this is a great time to read 

some great books with your children.   

 

As with anything in life, practice makes perfect!  Children 

need opportunities to practice all of the reading skills they 

learn at school.  Reading is the best practice!  Here are some 

suggestions to make the most of your child’s reading at 

home: 

 

     1.  Only use these steps if your child is reading a book on                      

          his/her level.  If the book is too difficult for your child,   

          please read with them and help them as needed.    

    

     2.  Sit right next to your child so you will know if your  

          child is reading the words correctly.     

      

     3.  If your child is reading a book on his/her level and he/   

          she makes a mistake, let your child read to the end of 

          the sentence.  He/she may figure out the mistake 

          and correct it. 

 

     4.  If your child doesn’t figure out the word, point to it  

         and say, “You said____ here, but it’s a different word. 

     
    5.  If the word is short (only 1 syllable) say,  “Touch under 

         each letter and say the sounds.  Now blend and read  

         the word.  Now that you know the word, go back and  

         read the whole sentence so it makes sense.” 

            *  If your child makes a mistake when sounding out  

               the word, point to that letter and say, “What  

               sound does ___ make?”  Now go back, touch   

               under each letter again and say the sounds.  Now 

               blend and read the word. 

  

     6. If the word is long (2 or more syllables) say, “This word  

         has a lot of parts or syllables, so let’s break the word 

         down.”  Cover up all of the word except for the part  

     you want to read.  Say, “Touch and say the sounds for      

     this part.  Now blend and read this part.”  Uncover the 

         next part of the word and say the same thing.  Then 

  say, “Now blend both parts together and read the      

word.  Now that you 

know the word, go 

back and read  the 

whole sentence so it 

makes sense.” 


