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Building a Solid Math Foundation
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PRE-K

The children are looking
forward to seeing if our
famous groundhog, Punx-
atawney Phil sees his
shadow on Feb. 2. we
hope he does so that |
Spring will be right 4
around the corner.

George Washington’s birthday is on the
22nd, he was the first president of the
. United States. His face is on the quarter. Inside this issue:

We continue to learn new letters each
week. Please continue to practice
indentifying these letters and sounds as
much as possible. Our letters that we have|  Pre-K I
] learned so farare M, P, R, S, T, C, A; N, D,
There are many famous birthdays to .4 G The children are also doing “Picture

celebrate this month. We will begin with 1.1 cach week. The children look at a|  First Grade
celebrating Abraham Lincoln’s birthday.

Lincoln was our |6th president and his
face is on the penny. The children are
looking forward to making a log cabin, just
like Lincoln lived in.

Miss Faliskie |

Kindergarten

picture and give us a sentence that| second Grade
completely describes the picture with color
words and adjectives. This would be a
great language development activity that| Fourth Grade
can be practiced at home. Fifth Grade

Third Grade

Valentine’s Day will follow on the [4th.
The children will have an opportunity to
bring in valentines for their classmates.
They will get a chance to read their
Valentines with help from Second Grade.

Thank you for reading to your child each| Title |
night. Please remember to sign the reading
calendar.
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KINDERGARTEN

The kindergarteners enjoyed a new
reading theme in February called
Bug Surprises. The students
listened to Butterfly, a story that
shows how a caterpillar becomes a
beautiful butterfly. Another story,
Wonderful Worms, gives very
interesting and s amazing facts
about worms. In s t i ||
another sto-
ry, Look
Closer, the
students
learn about
various insect
habitats.

ﬁ:,_

Our new reading sight words are:
do, what, no, and see.

In Math the children are working on
simple addition problems, and
recognizing and comparing the value
of coins. There are plenty of
Valentine hearts on our work
shelves to help our students practice
using their math skills.

It is hard to believe that the 100th
day of school is here already! On
the 100th day, the kindergarteners
have lots and lots of practice
counting to 100 by ones, fives, and
tens

tens. Of course there is also a
special 100th day of school story
read in each classroom.

Valentine’s
Day is so
exciting in

Kindergarten!

The children

can’t wait to open all of the
valentine cards in their bags and
read to find out who sent each one.

Please remember to read with your
child everyday!

FIRST GRADE

The third quarter is now upon us.
In reading we recently began our 4th
book called, Time Together. For
our 5th theme, “Hello, Neighbor”,
students will be reading nonfiction
stories about maps, different kinds
of homes around the world, and the

important role of worker bees.

BUSY BEES

They will also be exploring fiction
stories about a bear becoming a friend
with a little girl and a boy that has a
robot. We will continue to use our
imagination as we dive into each story.

Your child was recently given the
winter DIBELS assessment. DIBELS is
now focusing on Oral Reading Fluency
as well as Phoneme Segmentation and
Nonsense Word Fluency. Please
continue to read with you child night-

=D ly.

In Math students
continue to work
hard on telling
time, place value,
addition/subtraction facts and
counting coins. They are working
hard at increasing their skills in fast
fact addition (Rocket Math). Please

=\ remember to

“7 /C practice these facts
B V)=
=<

The month of February has brought the
second graders a new reading theme, a
new science program and, of course, the
holiday to share our feelings with the
ones we love. The reading theme
“Imagine That!” is giving the students
opportunities to learn how imagination
and creativity help people solve
problems and express ideas. Our new
FOSS science program has reinforced
the idea of using that
creativity to solve
“scientific challenges.”
Ask your child if he
was able to balance
the bird on his finger
and see how excited
he is about science

The second graders were able to share
their love by reading the
Pre-Kindergarteners their valentines.
The excitement was felt from both sides
and we were able to practice reading
fluently!

In math, the second graders have been
working very hard adding and subtracting
2-digit numbers. Please continue
practicing Rocket Math facts at home, so
the students can continue moving up and
on.

We were very fortunate to be able to
attend our second interactive video
conference or webinar. The most

nightly with your
child.

recent was about penguins! We learned
about their habitat, their food, and
about penguin behavior. This
corresponds with a story from our
anthology, The Emperor’s Egg. Ask
your child

about penguins,

but make sure

you have set

aside some

time.

P

The second

graders want to remember to read |5
minutes each night, study math facts and
get a good nights sleep to be ready each
day.
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THIRD GRADE

This month third grade is heading into
the 2nd part of our reading series, and
into the theme “Tell Me a Story.”
Students will be given a chance to recall
stories they have heard recently or my
have told, and what the purpose was of
telling or hearing them. We will also
continue to practice our writing to
prepare our students for the upcoming
PSSA testing.

In Math, we are soaring
into geometry and
measurement. The
students have become
very excited about it.

We are still going through our Rocket
Math facts. Students are continuing to
work hard on all the skills to gain as
many concepts as they can for the math
portion of the PSSA’s. Please continue to
reinforce these at home.

In Science we are wrapping up our unit
on the Solar System. We have been
learning all about the planets, the sun,
and how the motion of the planets affects
us all. The students even got to have a
live web conference with NASA.

In Social Studies, we will finish up our
discussion on new communities that

were built by immigrants, and continue
our discussion on immigrants and how
they helped change communities over
time. We will talk about Daniel
Boone, Lewis and Clark, and even
Sacagawea. All of these important
people contributed to the expansion of
communities in our country.

As a reminder, we ask that your child
continues to complete his/her
homework each night, along with
reading 15-30 minutes. With PSSA’s
right around the corner, we feel this
reinforcement at home will help them
do their best.

FOURTH GRADE

Fourth grade is excited that February is
here. We have been working hard as
we move quickly toward the half way
point for the year.

We are multiplying and dividing our way
through the math series and focusing on
division with remainders which has been
both challenging and fun. We cannot
stress how important it is for the
students to know their math facts. That
is why Rocket Math and flash card
practice is still a priority to everyone.

In reading we are in a new theme called
“Creative Minds.” In this theme,

students meet characters who overcome
obstacles by thinking creatively. By using
problem-solving abil-
ities and creative imagi-
nations, our students
are discovering how we
can enhance our envi-
ronment for the better,
just like our stories

characters.

In science we are
continuing our exciting experiments with
water. Using time in the lab and time in
class we are exploring all the different
ways water is involved in our

environment. In
social studies we are
wrapping up Colonial
Pennsylvania and
moving on to The
Birthplace of
Independence. We
are learning the
important part of
Pennsylvania played in the
olutionary War.

Rev-

Finally, as we reach our 100th day in
school we remind our students to keep
reading and filling in those new reading
calendars.

FIFTH GRADE

January has been a flurry of activity
and freezing temperatures!
With the new year upon us,
let us all make a resolution
to work harder than ever
and strive to do our

i

"

J Fifth graders are hard at
work leaning new
math concepts. We
have become fabulous
at fractions, and are
on our way to being
excellent at equations.

(l personal best in 2010!

Please keep practicing your
multiplication and division facts at
home

Our latest reading theme focused on
biographies. We have enjoyed
reading about an artist, a playwright, a
ballerina, and a jazz musician. We
will be switching genres to realistic
fiction. Remember to read 30
minutes each night and bring back
your reading calendars.

We love our new FOSS s cience
program!! The students and teachers

are enjoying creating mixtures and
solutions in the science lab . We
have learned many new vocabulary
words I =2

such asg « -
solute] xS
and sol-;
vent. It}
was fun
to watch
our salt crystals form as we  evap-
orated a salt solution. Many more
experiments to came—we can’t

wait.!!
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