
DECEMBER  2009 

HAMLIN / LAKE ELEMENTARY  

PRE-K 

 

 

 

We ask you to continue to read with them at 

home and help them with their math facts.  

Your influence and support in their instruction 

is essential to their success. 

 

We thank you for all you do and look forward 

to fostering beginnings in the years to come. 

 

Best wishes for a wonderful holiday season. 

 

           

              Miss Faliskie 
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WORDS FROM MISS FALISKIE 

The Pre-K children will be learning about 

the spirit of giving this year during this 

ho l id ay  sea son .  

Food donat ions 

may be brought in 

f o r  t h e  f o o d     

barre ls .   Socks , 

hats and gloves will 

be placed on our 

giving tree for the 

needy. 

 

We will also be celebrating different    

holiday traditions from around the world 

this month.  We will be hearing stories 

about Sinterklaus, Lucia, Hanukkah, The 

Nutcracker, and an elf named Silver Spurs.  

Last year, Silver Spurs visited our school.  

We are wondering if we will see the tricky 

little elf this year. 

 

 

As we leave the old year behind and are heading       

toward 2010, we hope you will notice the beginnings of 

our new school as you travel along Rte 191.  Each     
journey must begin with a òfirst step.ó  We broke 

ground and are now noting each day the small changes 

in the landscape.  Iõm sure before we know it, the     

foundation will be laid, the frame taking shape and weõll 

be well on our way to completing our new ògreenó 

school. 

 

As we continue to grow ògreenó, 

we will continue to construct our 

students in becoming life long 

learners and giving back to their 

community. 

 

 

Our favorite author right now is Eric 

Carle.  Some of his books that we have 

read are The Very Hungry Caterpillar, 

the Grouchy Ladybug, and The Very 

B u s y  S p i d e r .  

You should visit 

the Community 

Library across 

the street and 

check some out. 

 

 

We will be very busy learning more 

letters and their sounds, new numbers, 

and shapes.  By the New Year we 

should know the  letters As, Cc, Mm, 

Pp, Rr, Ss, and Tt!  This month we are 

working the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 

0, and our newest shape is rectangle. 

 

The Very Busy Spider 



KINDERGARTEN 

FIRST GRADE  

some writ ing  at  home with  a       

reminder to try to print the letters 

correctly. 

 

With the arrival of winter, please 

make sure that your child is dressed        

appropriately for cold 

weather.   A warm 

j a c k e t ,  h a t ,        

m i t t e n s , 

and boots 

are necessary each 

day for school. 

 

We wish everyone a very  

Happy Holiday Season! 

writing skills are being worked on daily 

in class.  The children are reading more 

words and sentences. 

 

In math, the kindergarteners are     

reading and making picture graphs, 

reading and making tally tables, and 

making predictions from data.  The   

students will be identifying geometric 

shapes in two and three dimensions.   

 

Please remember to review the work 

that comes home in the weekly Wildcat 

Folder and Homework Folder, and read 

with your son or daughter  every     

evening.  Encourage your child to do 

SECOND GRADE 

As the winter season approaches we  

anticipate many memorable times with 

friends and family.  Our students will 

have the opportunity to enjoy a 

Christmas read aloud on the last day 

of school before our break.  Christmas 

is also a perfect time to buy your child 

some new books that interest them.  

This will help instill in them a love for 

reading and also may provide some 

quiet time in your house over the  

holiday season. 

reader and can also provide some 

great bonding time for your family. 

 

In math, students have been working 

on 2 digit addition with regrouping, as 

well as using tables to solve word 

problems.  Through the use of tens 

and ones blocks we have been     

providing your child with many hands 

on opportunities in order to gain a 

deep understanding of numbers and 

how they work.  Please continue to 

have your child practice their Rocket 

Math facts every night for mastery. 

PRINCIPALõS REPORT 

Our second graders have been 

hard at work learning how to       

become better readers.  We have 

just begun our third theme in our   

reading series entitled òOur 

Worldó.  In this theme students will 

be exposed to several new genres.  

We will be reading a play, and also 

some expository nonfiction pieces 

on p lants  and trees .   P lease       

continue to encourage your child 

to read at least 15 minutes every 

night.  This time is so valuable to 

development of your child as a 

We would like to thank all the 

parents and guardians who took 

time out of their busy schedules 

to participate in parent-teacher 

conferences.  Thank you for   

caring about your childôs       

education. 

 

The students continue 

to work on telling time, 

shapes, 

addition 

f a c t s  a n d        

counting mixed coins.  They 

are  work ing a t  increas ing  

their skills in fast fact addition 

(Rocket Math). Please remember 

to practice nightly with your     

children. 

 

In reading, we have completed our 

anthology, Catch a Dream.  Our 

new book is entitled Here and 

There.  Please continue to read 

wi th your chi ld night ly.   In      

January, students will once again 

be taking DIBELS assessment.  

The children will be tested on        

Nonsense Word Fluency and     

Phoneme Segmentation, as well as 

Oral Reading Fluency.  Student  

will be expected to read at least 20 
words per minute 

u s i n g  a  g r a d e 

level text.   

 

 

 

We would like to take this time to 

wish everyone a  

 

Safe 

Healthy  

and 

Happy    

New Year! 

Our Kindergarten classrooms are 

full of excitement and holiday spirit 

this month!  Holiday stories and 

Christmas carols can be heard in 

every classroom.  The children are 

counting down the days until Santa 

arrives. 

 

To develop reading and math skills, 

our students  are  work ing on     

learning games that  look l ike       

evergreen trees, wreaths, Christmas 

stock ings ,  cand les,  menorahs,     

reindeer and Santa faces. 

 

Phonemic awareness, phonics, and 

SECOND GRADE 
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THIRD GRADE 

FIFTH GRADE 

FOURTH GRADE 

 DECEMBER 2009 

The third  graders 

have finished their 

second reading 

theme called   

T h i s  t h e m e     

contained realistic 

fiction, nonfiction and magazine articles 

as well as exploring the ways that    

people and animals can work together 

t o  a cco mp l i s h  go a l s .   S t uden t s           

discovered that cooperation can make 

the difference in relationships.  We  

encourage our third graders to  apply 

this concept to their own lives.  As a 

reminder we ask that your child is 

reading for at least 15 minutes each night 

and fil l ing in their monthly reading     

calendar. 

 

In math we have been investigating the 

world of time and money.  We have also 

continued to soar through our facts in 

Rocket Math.  Please support practicing 

math facts at home along with word 

problems. 

 

We are òelectrifiedó with 

science as we are learning 

al l  about electricity by  

creating static electricity 

and simple   circuits.  In Social Studies we 

are learning about Early Communities in 

The third graders are finding out how 

lives were changed forever when    

Nat ive Americans bui lt  the f irst      

commun it ie s  in  North  Amer ica     

thousands of years ago. 

 

Veteranõs Day was a day to remember 

those who have fought for our country 

as well as those who continue to do 

so.  Third graders were able to share 

what they were thankful for at our 

Thanksgiving dinner in school.  We are 

all thankful for our 

families, friends, our 

school and al l  the 

people who touch 

our lives everyday. 

By the time you read this, the first 

quarter and parent conferences 

should be over.  It is now very    

important for each student to self  

evaluate.  Learn from your report 

card and conference to find your 

strengths and weaknesses.  It is now 

a good time to set goals on how to     

improve  o r  s t reng then  your     

weaknesses.  The goals must be  

specific, such as review science 

notes each night for 10 minutes.  

You should know by now what is 

expected by each teacher. Obviously, 

reading fluency and comprehension 

are important to help you improve in 

all subjects.  All 5th grade students are 

required to keep a Reading Calendar 

and are required to read 30 minutes 

each night.   

 

To improve in dance you must dance, 

to become a better ball player you 

must practice playing ball.  Most      

importantly, to become a better 

reader,  to improve f luency and     

c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  y o u       

MUST READ EVERYDAY!  

So grab a good book and get 

reading! 

 

 

 

 

As Fourth grade heads into the month 

of December, it is hard to believe we 

are already through the first quarter of 

the school year.  We were glad you 

were able to join us for parent/teacher 

conferences and hope by working     

together we can help the children 

achieve success in school. 

 

We have f inished up our second     

session in the 4 Sight testing.  We are 

hoping to see progress from our     

students and also see the data that 

shows we are moving in a positive  

direction in all our academic areas. 

 

In Science our classroom and lab work 

we are focusing on nutrition.  We 

hope to take what we learn 

here and transfer it to 

healthier  eating habits.  In 

soc i a l  S tud ie s  we  are  

learning about the first 

sett lers to the United 

States and Pennsylvania.  We are following 

that up with Colonial Pennsylvania and the         

beginning of our country. 

 

In Math we are taking our multiplication 

and division facts and using them to      

discover and explore algebra.  We then 

move on to time and temperature just in 

time for those cold months.  Remember to 

encourage your child to continue studying 

those multiplication and division facts. 

As December moves in, we are also 

moving along in our reading series.  

We finish up our òSide by Sideó 

theme and move into the òMake 

Yourself at Homeó theme.  In this 

theme we study characters that grow 

a n d  c h a n g e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r          

environment.  In recognizing this 

change in  nature  we hope the       

students come to appreciate their 

own tremendous potential for inner 

growth. 

 

Finally, remember to continue the 

nightly reading, it is a wonderful way 

to spend time with your child.  We 

hope you have a wonderful holiday 

and thank you for all you do. 
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ENROLLMENTS 

Thank you for supporting your childõs      

education and attending our Title I Parent 

Workshop.  We hope you enjoyed the    

evening as much as we did!  If you have any 

more questions regarding your childõs   grade

-level curriculum and/or homework please 

contact your childõs Title I teacher. 
 

Hamlin Elementary Center 

Mrs. Malec and Mrs. Daniels 

698-9565  

 

Lake Elementary 

Mrs. Tickner 

698-5616 
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TITLE  I 
With the holiday season approaching, keep in mind that a 

book makes a perfect gift!  Find topics that your children 

enjoy or books by favorite authors.  Remember that these 

can be books that your children can read independently or 

books that you will read aloud to  them.  Even children in 

the higher grades love to listen to a fantastic story!  Another 

gift-giving idea is a magazine subscription.  There are some 

wonderful childrenõs magazines that your kids will love to 

discover in the mail each month! 
 

 

The Reading Mother 
 

You may have tangible wealth untold 
Caskets of jewels and coffers of gold. 

Richer that I you can never be. 
I had a mother who read to me. 

                                                  
                                          Strickland Gillilan 

HAMLIN   ELEMENTARY 

Early Intervention    13 

Pre-Kindergarten    63 

Kindergarten     89 

First Grade     84  

Second Grade             111 

Outside Placement      5 

 

Total    367  

LAKE  ELEMENTARY 

Third Grade               98 

Fourth Grade     97 

Fifth Grade     88 

Outside Placement      5 

 

 

 

Total    289 

We wish you and your family a very happy holiday season! 


